* Ws wes —— — 4 


— — — — _- ape Oe * 4 


_- _— N — 


8 8 
4 * 

1 

— 


-- 


— 


* 


$ 
/ 


— * 


The Diverting 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


Count de GABALIS: 


CONTAINING, 


L An decomtef the Roorenvera vDethls 
parits, viz. Syl Gnomes, 
and Demons ; ew ng their various ieee 
upon Human Bodies. 


II. The Nature and Advantage of Studying the 
Occult Sciences. _ 


III. The Carnal Knowledge of Women to be 


renounc d. 


| "be 
IV. AD A M's Fall wat Wa by cating the 
Apple, but by his carnal Knowledge of EVE. 


V. The Riſe, Progreſs, and Decay of Oracles. 


VI. A Parallel between Ancient and Modern 
* 


ä 


20 which i is prefix d, Monſieur BayLEe's Account of this 
3 and of the SECT of the ROSICRUCI ANS. 


— 


; tanto 410 4 3 etiam i 3 
* unde . | q 1 Terul 


The ; Second edition. 


LONDON: Princed for B. LinToTT, at the GB Keys, 
and E. CuRL LL at the Dial and Bible, in i Flees-ſtreer, 1714. 
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THE 


Tranſlator's 1 REFACE. 


HE folowing Piece is an Accobt of the 
T. R icrucian Doctrine of Spirits. 
eur Bayle f inf ns ws, that it Was 
| 5 400 Pare þ by the celeb ated Abbot de Villars, 
Þ# the Tear 1670; and adds, that ſome bave been of 
Opinion, that Le Comte de Gabalis, was originally 
p1ded upon two Italian Chymical Letters written 
Borri, others a m, that Borri fook the chief chief 
' "ts in bis Letters from this Work; but the 
ecuſion of this Point, Monſienr Bayle leaves 
| thoſe who are more critically curious. 
Ide preſent Revival of it, was occaſion by The - 
Rape of the Lock; in the Dedication of which 
Poem Mr. Pope bus given us xs Opinion, That the 
deſt Account he kako of the Roſicrucian Syſtem, 
in this Tract: Which we doubt not will be a 
ufic ient Recommendation of it to the Publick. 
Te following, is a new Tranſlation from the Paris 
{Eiition, which is now very difficult to be met with; 
Fond there are ſome Notes interſpersd, the better to 


0" rat ſeveral Paſſages and Authors referr d to. 
1 A2 SOME. | 


Oo © 8 
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1 18 his 2 under 150 Article of Dank, (li- , 

Jan a famous Chymiſt, Quack, and Heretick, in the 

nd Cenrury, wasa Milareſe : He dy'd in the Caſtle of dt. 
| l 1695, being 79 Years old. 


— — — — - 
= 


% - 


WO; 


#$7%; 


43 


Y 
- W 


ly 
EN 


Nen 


 ACCOUNT| 


OF THE 


ROSICRUCIANS, 


I tract 

ion and were * | 

= RS! tid. "Riſe-Croix, on Rofierw \ 
ain, A 
=== tencd, Immortal, and Inviſible. 
29 This Name was given to a certain Frarerni- 
ty, or Cabal, which appear'd iv, Go Go 

in the Beginning of the Wind A fe 
that are admitted thereunto ay" Bre 
tbren, or Roficrucians, 1 wear F wdky 
prom iſe Secrecy, write Enigmatically, e 
in Characters, and oblige themſelves to ob 
ſerve the Laus of that Society, which hat 
for its End the re-eſtabliſhing of all Difci- 
plines and Sciences, and eſpecially Phy fick, 
which, according to their Notion, 1s nc 
underſtood, and bur ill practiſed: "They 
boaſt they "have excellent Secrets, r 


_ 


SELB K 


the y hol thr the a 


. TFE 


w 
be de them Hin 
died in 1484. 


1604. when one of the Cabal 
nd of the firſt of them, 


on; the principal of which contained theſe 
prince. A. C. R. E anda 


che RoSICRUCLIANS 
S . is _ * _ 


Some Account of 


the 2 — * — he ir Seat aud long 


= 


Time, : returns into. his own Country; 
ith ſome Companions, 
W and 


Theſe Brothers had OE 8 "ill 

fopnd: the 
with divers 
Devices, Characters, and Inſcript ions there 


four Letters in Gold, 
Parchment-Book written in Golden Let- 
ters, with the Encomium of that TE : 


: ded Founder. 


1 


Some Account of the ROSICRUCIANS. | 


< + A cextain Pei ſon, having Occaſion to 

« dig ſomewhat deep in the Ground where 
« this Philoſopher lay interr'd, met with a 
* ſmall Door, having a Wall on each Side 
« of it. His Curioſity, and the Hopes of 
_ < finding ſome hidden Treaſure, foon 
1 E him to force open the Door. 
He was immediately ſurpriz d by a ſud- 
«. den Blaze of Light, and diſcover d a very 
% fair Vault: At the upper End of it was 
« a Statue of a Man in Armour, fitting by 
& a Table; and leaning on his Left Arm. 
He held a Truncheon in his Right Hand, 
* and had a Lamp burning before him. 
„ The Man had no ſooner ſet one Foot 
within the Vault, than the Statue, ere- 
„ Ring it ſelf from its Jeaning Poſture 


« ſtood bolt upright ; and upon the Fel- 


low advancing another Step, lifted up 
s the Truncheon in his Right Hand. The 

« Man ſtill ventur'd a third Step, when 
« the Statue, with a furious Blow, broke 


| « the Lamp into a thouſand Pieces, and 


_ « leſt his Gueſt ina ſudden Darkneſs. Up- 
« on the Report of this Adventure, the 


„ Country-People ſoon came with Lights to 


© the Sepulchre, and diſcover d that the 
* Statue, which was made of Braſs, was 
nothing more than a Piece of Clock- 
5 | work; 


+ See the Spectator, Ne. 379. 


Some Account of the Ros Ic R cIANs. 


« work; that the Floor of the Vault was 
« all looſe, and underlaid with ſeveral 

„Springs, which, upon any Man's enter- 
T ing, naturally produced 1 which hap- 
4 Ros icRuclus, fay his Diſci- 
« ples, made Uſe of this to ſhow 
« the World, that he had re-invented the. 
« ver- -burning Lamps of the Ancients, 
ec tho he was refolvll no one ſhould r 
60 any 3 from the n 


| Afterwards that! 


lity, is but a Set of ountebanks, began to 
— but durſt not appear publickly, 
and for that Reaſon was Gs the Invi- 
ble. The Inlighined, or Ilhuminati, of 
Spain, proceeded from them ; both the one 
and the other have been condemn'd for Fa- 
naticks and Deceivers: We muſt add, That 
Fobn Bringeret Printed, in 1615, a Book in 
. 2 which comprehends two Treati- 
0 The Manifeſto and Confeſſion 
” Fait of the Hm af the Roficru- 
cians in Germany: It was dedicated to Mo- 
narchs, States, and the Learned. Theſe 
Perſons boaſted themſelves to be the Libra- 
ry of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the Ac. of 
Plato, the Lyceum, &c. and bragg d o 
traordinary Qualifications, . the 
leaſt was, "That they could ſpeak all Lan- 
guages ; and after, in 1622, they gave this 
Advertiſement to the Curious: We, depu- 


ted 


„which i in as. 


Some Ae Kosienvel Ins 


ted by our College, the Principal of the Bre- 
thren of che ROSICKUSIANS, to te few 
viſible ay dle Abode in this City 2 | 


the Grate of Moft Hi, b, towar i 
are turned A Hon of t he Ft We pear | 
without Books or Notes, and ſpeak the Lan- 

guages of the Countries wherever we are, to 
draw Ie our _ the 7 
of Deach. This Bi tter of Merri- 
ment; in the mean Time Brethren of 


the Roficrucians have. Lap pear d, tho it 


de not the Sentiment of cher Ge German Chy- 


miſt, the Author of a Book, entituled, De 
Folæri Arbored ; and of another, who bath 


| — a Trace — * * 
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abroad the Secrets of the 
 RaymonD LULL v of happy Memory, has 
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NE 


THE 


Count de GA BA LIS: 


OR 


 DISCOURSES 


UPON THE 


Occurr Sc1iENCESs. 


— 


DISCOURSE L 


1 > ct the Soul of poor Count 


| p 8 I 8 | de GABAL I 8, who, juſt 
1 A ok wg 8 isdead ofan 
134 e Virtuoſi 

| = L | fall to ſay,that that Sort of Death 
to thoſe who blab 
Sages: For (ſince 


order d it fo in his Will) an Angel-Executor 
WAS NEVET wanting E wn mad: 


2 The Count de Ga BAL Is; or, 


who indiſcreetly reveal the Cabaliſtick Myſte- 


But don't let them condemn that learned 
Man, before they are made acquainted with his 


himſelf to any ungenerous Prince, to any Ambi- 


tions, or to any incontinent Man; three ſorts of 


People, who have been in all Times excom- 
municated by the Sages. As good Luck would 


have it, I am no Prince, have but little Ambiti- 
on, and it will appear by what follows, that! 
have even more Chaftity than is requird in a 
Sage. He found me docile, inquiſitive, for- 
ward; I only want a ſmall Spice of Melancho- *' 


Iy to make all thoſe (who would blame the 
Count de GaBaL1s for hiding nothing from 


me) confeſs, that I was a Subject very proper for 


te Reception of the Occult Sciences. It is true, 
without Melancholy, there is no making any 


great Progreſs in them; but the little Share I | 


| Had of it, was Encouragement enough for Him 


You have (faid he to me an hundred tunes) | 


_ Satwn in an Angle, in his Houſe, and retro- 
grade; you cannot fail of being one Day as me- 
ancholy as a Sage ought to be; for the wiſeſt 

of all Men had, Mike you, Jupiter in the Aſcen- 


dant; and yet he is not found to have laugh d 


ſo much as once in his whole Life; ſo powerful 


was the Impreſſion of his Melancholy, tho 


it was much weaker than yours. 


"Tis 


Conduct. He diſcover d every Thing to me, it 
is true; but not without all the Cabaliſtical 
Circumſpection. This muſt be ſaid in Honour 
of his Memory, that he was a mighty Zealot for 
the Religion of his Fathers the Philoſophers, 
and that he would ſooner have been burnt, 
chan profan d the Sanctity of it, by opening 


| 


[7 
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The Hiſtory of SIA rs. 3 
"Tis therefore on my aſcendant Star, and 
not on the Count de GaB ar 1s, that the Vir- 
twoff ought to lay the Blame, if I love rather 
to divulge their Secrets, than to practiſe them, 
If the Stars don't do their Duty, the Count is 
not the EW 2 = a Soul 

t enough toattempt the Maſtery of Nature, 
© overt the Elements, to maintain ſu 
Intelligences, to command the Demons, to be- 


Giants, to create new Worlds, to ſpeak to | 
on his tremendous Throne, and to oblige 


the Cherubim who guards the terreſtrialParadile, , 


to let me takea Turn or two in thoſe delicious 


Walks; tis myſelf alone that is to be blam'd 


or pity d; you muſt not, for that, inſult the Me- 
of that rare Man, and ſay he came by his 


Death for having inform d me of theſe Things. 


Is it impoſſible, as the Fortune of War is uncer- 
tain; is it impoſſible, I ſay, that he may have 


| been worfted in a Battle with ſome rough-hewn 


Ef? Peradventure, in ſpeaking to God on his 


E fiery Throne, he had not the Power to look him 
nin the Face; for tis written, one can ſee bim 


and live. Peradventure, he is only dead in A « 2 
pearance, according to the Cuſtorn of Philoſo- 


phers, who make as if they die in one Place, 


and tranſplant themſelves to another. Howe- 
ver it "hs I don't think the Manner in which he 


entruſted me with his Treaſures, deſerves Cha- 


ſtiſement. The Thing happen d as follows. 
Common Senſe — always given me a 


ſmrewd Suſpicion, that what are calld the Oc. 


cult Sciences were full of Emptineſs, I did 
not think it worth while to thumb over the 
Books that treat of them : But then again, not ' 
thinking it reaſonable to condemn (without 
SEL + know! ng 


4 The Count de GABA L186; or, - 
knowing why) all thoſe who apply themſelves 
that Way, who often are ſuch as want for no 
n 
Perſons, make a Figure in the 


Company of hoſe whom I could find out to be 
touch d with them. I preſently met with more 


Nature, me in a tew Days the Conſidant 
af the moſt conſiderable em; 113 
was without ſome of em in my Cloſet, which. 
I had purpoſely garniſhd with their moſt fan- 
taſtick Authors. A learned Foreigner no ſooner + 
appear d, but I had Advice of it: In ſhort, e- 
cept as to the ſcientifical Part, I found myſelf ye- | 
ry foon a great Man. I had for Companions, | 
Princes, great Lords, Gentlemen of the long 
i Robe, handſome Ladies, and ugly ones too; 
| Doctors, Prelates, Monks, Nuns; in a Word, 
People of every Sort and Kind. Some had a 
| Fling at Angels, others at the Devil; ſome at 
their Genius, other Incubuſſes; ſome at the | 
Cure of all manner of Diſtempers, others 
at the Stars; ſome at the Secrets of the Divi- 
nity, and almoſt all at the Philoſc 


Stone. 
They all agreed, that theſe important Se. 


erets, eſpecially the Philoſophers Stone, are of 
a very difficult Acceſs, and that few poſſeſs 
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them; but they had all of em a good Opinion 
nough of themſelves, to believe they were of the 
Number of the Elect. The chief of them happen d 
at that Time to be in mighty Expectation of the 
Arrival of a certain German, a great Lord, and 
as great a Cabaliſt, whoſe Eſtate borders upon 

oland. He had promis d, by Letter to the Sons 
of the Philoſophers, who are at Paris, to come and 
viſit them, and to paſs thro France in his Way 
to England. I was commiſſion d to return an 

e Figure of my Nativity, that he might judge 
vhether I might aſpire to the ſupreme Wiſdom. 
My 4 my Letter were ſo fortunate as 
to get the Honour of an Anſwer from him; to 


[ 


Joe YT DES, 
Me 


-—m_— K * r 
CE” 


n 
N * * * * 
þ 


RR ELSE EE. d eb a tg I 


wit, That I ſhould be one of the firſt he would 

! wait upon at Pars; and that if Heaven did not 

i - ſe it, it ſhould be none of his Fault that Þ 

k EEE into the Society of the Sages. | 

I ?0o cultivate my good Fortune, I carry'd on 

with the IIluſtrious German, a regular Corre- 
ſe ©» 


| fpondence: I from Time to Time propos d to 
hum important Doubts, as well digeſted as I 
could; concerning the Harmony of the World, 
; the Numbers of Pythagoras, the Viſions of St. 
| Fobn, and the firſt Chapter of Geneſis. He was 


raviſhd with the Greatneſs of the Subjects: He 
wrote me Wonders unheard of; and I ſaw plain- 
Iy Thad to do with a Man of a moſt vigorous 
and moſt ſpacious Imagination. I have, of his, 
three or four Score Letters of ſo extraordinary 
a Style, that I could not for the Blood of me 
ead any thing elſe, whenever I was alone in 
oo ye YT £6 
TI was once taken up in admiring one of the 
moſt ſublime of thoſe Letters, when there came 


TF' Dm GORE LwWWg'ys 


6 The Count de GaBaris; or, 


in à Perſon cf a very good Mien, who prave- 
ly ſaluting me, ſpoke to me in the French 
Tongue, but in an outlandiſh Accent: Adore, 
my Son, adore the thrice- good and thrice- great God 


ciate you into their Society, and to make you Parta- 
her of the Wonders of bis Almightmeſs. © 
| The Novelty of the Salutation ſurpriz d me, 
and I began then, for the firft Time, to believe 
there might be ſuch Things as Apparitions: How- 
ever, recovering myſelf as well as I could; 
and looking upon him in the civileſt manner the 
ſmall Fright I was in wonld it: Whoever 
you are, (ſaid I to him) whoſe Greeting is not 
of this World, . do me ſignal Honour in this 


Viſit; but, if you pleaſe, before I adore the 
God of the Sages, let me know what Sages, and 


what God you mean, and therefore pray make 
Uſe of that Arm'd-Chair, and take the Pains to 
tell me who is that God, thoſe £ 
ciety, and what thoſe Wonders of Almightineſs? 
and, after or before all this, let me know 


what Species of the Creation I have now the 


Honour to be {peaking to. 


You receive me very ſagely, Sir, (reply d i 


he ſmiling, and ſeating himſelf in the Chair ;) 


you begm with defiring me to unfold Things | 


which I ſhall defer till to Morrow, if you pleaſe. 


The Compliment J made you, are the Words 


of the Sages, and be not puff d np with Pride, becauſe 
be ſends you one of the Children of Wiſdom, to aſſo- 


„that So- 


3 88 Hy” ID 5 r ; 
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which the Sages make Uſe of when they accoft 


thoſe to whom they have reſolvd to o 
their Hearts, and diſcover their Myſteries. I was 
of Opinion, that conſidering how learned you 
appear to be in your Letters, ſuch a Salutati- 
on would not be a Riddle to you; and that it 
wag 


"26a - $4 


3 id . x * N = 7 4 * 
„„er 


Cardanus writ a Treatiſe de Subti/itate, 
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was the moſt agreeable Compliment that could 
be made you by the Count de Ga BAL IS. 


Ahl Sir, cryd I, (remembering I had a great 
2 act) how ſhall I render myſelf — 


of this Favour? Is it poſſible that the greateſt 
of all Men ſhould be in my Cloſet, and that the 

ughty GARAL Is honours me with a Viſit? - 
I am the leaſt of the Sages, pe he with 
a ſerious Air) and God, who deals out the Illu- 


minations of his Wiſdom with Weight and 


Meaſure, as it ſeems good to his. Supremacy, 
has imparted to me but a very ſmall Share there- 


; of, in mpariſon to what I (with Aſtoniſhment) 


admire in my Companions. I expect to ſee you 
one Day equal them, if I dare make a Judg- 


ment from the Figure of your Nativity you did 


me the Honour to ſend me. But, Sir, (added 


he with a Smile) give me Leave to complain 


of you for taking me for an Apparition. 


Ohl Sir, not for an Apparition (ſaid I), but 
happening juſt then to call to Mind what Car- 


danus tells of his Father heing viſited one Day 
in his Study by Seven unknown Things dreſs d in 


divers Colours, who entertain d him with odd 


Diſcourſes about their Nature, Employment 


J underſtand you, (interrupted the Count) 


they were Sylpbs, whom I ſhall give you an Ac- 
count of hereafter. They are a Sort of aerial 


Subſtances, who ſometimes come and conſult the 


Sages about ſome Things in the Books of Aves- 


Ros, Which they dont over. well underſtand. 


* CarDANus was a Blockhead for publiſhing the 


Thing in his Subtilties; he had found thoſe Me- 
moirs among the Papers of his Father, who was 


one 


6 —— n. 


* 
— 


a — done (int 
lig d to know that all thoſe Elemen 


to give you one capable of the great 


1 complain'd of the Shortneſs * 
of his Viſit, and his "Cooney } in leaving me fo | 
ſoon, after he had given 1 me a Glimpſe of his 


3 The Count de GABALIS; or, 


one of us; and who, ſeeing that hisSon was natu- 
me a Blab, would not communicate to him 
of Moment, but left him to amuſe 


hinfelf with Aſtrol > and even of 
that he was ſo little a that he could 
not foreſee his own Son ſhould be hang d. That 


Raſcal occaſion d your doing me the Injury of | 


ve for a Syb Injur ! (repl] d) Lord, 
fee. nb —4 — — There's 


t I ſhoul 
he): kar Go 
Spirits | 
are our Diſciples; that they are overjoyd when 
we are pleasd to condeſcend to inſtruct them; 
and that the leaſt of our Sages is more knowing 


3 


82 talk of this another 


- this Day, that I have had the atis 
2 


war you. Endeavour, my Son, to 
render yourſelf a worthy Terre for the 
Cabalaftick Lights ; the Hour of your Regenera- 
tion is come; eil de yr Pk ale x you are 
not a new Creature. Ardently ſupplicate him 
who alone r eget : 
851 
have to teach you, and to inſpire me not to leave 
any Thing of our Myſteries undiſcover d to you. 
Here he roſe, and embracing me, without gi- 
ving me Time to make any Anſwer, Adieu, my 
Son, (continu'd he) I muſt go viſit my Com- 
panions who are at Prris; after which you ſhall 


| hear from me. Mean while, watch, ay, bope, | 
and ſay nothing. ai 1 


Upon this, he went out of my Cloſet. As I 


Efful- 
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Effulgencies But after he had, with à very 
good Grace, aſſur d me I. ſhould loſe nothing 
by waiting, he threw himſelf into his Coach, 
and left me under an incxprefſible Surprize. 

I could not tell how to believe my own — — 
nor Ears. Tis certain, (ſaid I) that this ) 
is of great Quality, has an Eſtate of Fifty 
Thoufand Livres per Ammm, and ſeems to be 2 
Perſon of very great Accompliſhments. Is it: 
poſſible for him to be beſotted with ſuch Follies? 
He ſpoke to me of thoſe Sylphsin a very Gentle- 


m ſhort, I could make neither Head nor Tail 

ont: I reſolvd however to ſee where 'twould 

end; tho I was aware I had ſome Sermons to 

4 was a mighty Moralizing, Preaching 
My > | 


10 The Count de Ga BAL Is; or, 
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DISCO URSE . 


HE Count was pleas d to allow 


in Prayer; and the next Mor- 
ning, by Break of Day, he gave 
me to underſtand, by a Billet, 
W that he would wait on me about 
Eight of the Clock; and that, if I approvd of 


it, we would go take a Turn together A- | 
broad. I waited for him: He came; and, Com- 
pliments paſsd, Let's go (ſays he) to ſome 


Place where we may be free, and our 


verſation uninterrupted. I told him, I thought | 
Reuel an agreable Place, and ſolitary enough. 


Come along then, cry'd he. We went into his 
Coach; and all the Way I niade Obſervations 


upon my new Maſter. 1 never, in my Life, 


met with any Perſon who had ſo great a Self. 


Satisfaction, as he ſeemd to have, in all he 


ſaid and did. His Mind was more ſerene and 
free, I thought, than twas poſſible for that of 


a Wizard to be. His Air had nothing in it of 


a Man whoſe Conſcience was not perfectly 
clear; and I had a marvellous {mpatience to 


hear him begin; not being able o conceive a 


Perſon, 


3» 
* 
\ 
* 
1 


1. 
5 
* 
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me the whole Night, to be ſpent AJ | 


4 l * os liebe bit OE ents « + > F 


r ͤv·᷑1 , wRYWHY WW. -95 - FY. 0 


F turning to me) do you feel in yourſelf that He- 
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Perſon, who ſeem'd to be ſo judicious and ac- 


compliſh'd in every Thing elſe, ſhould have 
fpoil'd his Brain with fuch Crotchets as I per- 


Leiv d in him the Day before. He diſcours d 


caſion for thoſe Notices than you now think 


divinely of Politicks, and was overjoy d to find 
that I had read Plato upon that Subject. You 
will one Day, (faid he to me) have more Oc- 


for: And if we concur in Sentiments to Day, 
"tis not impoſſible but, in ime, you may put 


{ in Practiſe thoſe ſage Maxims. We were now 


_— Ruel; we went to the Garden: The 
Count ſuperciliouſſy neglected the Beauties of 


i, and made directly to the Labyrinth. 


Being now as retir d as he could with ; Bleſſed, 


(cries he, lifting up his Hands and Eyes to Hea- 


ven) Bleſſed be the eternal Wiſdom, for inſpi- 


ring me to reveal to you his ineffable Truths! 


How happy will you be, my Son, if He is plea- 
ſed to put into your Soul the Diſpoſitions which 
thoſe high Myſteries require! You are going 


to learn how to command over Nature's Selt : 


You'll have God alone to your Teacher, and 
the Sages alone to your Equals: The ſupreme 


| Intelligences will be proud to obey you; the 


Demons will not dare to be preſent where you 
are; your Voice will make them tremble in the 
Well-Hole of the bottomleſs Pit; and all the 
mviſible Nations, who inhabit the four Ele- 


ments, will eſteem themſelves happy in being 


the Miniſters of your Pleaſure. I adore Thee, 
Thou great God! that thou haſt crown'd Man- 
kind with ſo much Glory, and eſtabliſnd him 


the Sovereign Monarch over all the Works of 


thine Hand! Do you feet, my Son, (added he, 


2 roick 


1 * — —_ « N > 
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all thoſe Things that may ob 
ving to that elevated State for which you were 


with Women, 


12 The Count de GA BAL IS; or, | 
roick Ambition, which is the aſſured Character 

cf the Children of Wiſdom? Have you the 
Courage to deſire to ſerve God alone, and to 
rule over whatever is not God? Are you ap-. 


prizd what 1t 18 to be a Man? And does it not 


o againſt you to be a Slave, fince you were | 
ths to be a Sovereign? And if you have 

theſe noble Thonghts, as the Figure of your | 
Nativity permits me not to doubt that you 
have, conſider maturely, whether you ſhall 
have the Courage and the — to renounce 


born? Here he ftopp'd, and lock d wiſtfully | 


npon me, as 11 he expected my Anſwer, or was 
trying to read it in my Heart. 


As much as the Beginning of his Speech had 


made me hope that we ſhould ſoon come to 
the Point, ſo much did theſe laſt Words make 
me deſpair of it. The Word renomce ſtartled | 


me; and I concluded he was going to propoſe 
to me the renouncing Baptiſm or Paradiſe. So, 


not knowing how to get over this tickliſn Step; 
Renounce! (faid I to him) Is there any Thin 
to be renounc d? Indeed there is, (replies * 


and fo neceſſarily to be renounc'd, that you 
muſt begin with it. I can't tell whether you 
can prevail with yourſelf ſo far: But ſure I am, | 
that Wiſdom dwells not in a Body ſubject to 
Sin, as it enters not into a Soul taken up by Er- 
ror or Malice. The Sages will never admit 
vou into their Society, if you do not this Mo- 
ment renounce a Thing which cannot ſtand 
with Sageneſs. Jon muſt, (added he, whiſpering 
in my Far) jon muſt renounce all car nal Commerce| 


1 broke| 


Ha HY SNK. 


ſulting with himſelf whether or no he ſhould 


are tenanted by moſt 
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| how into a loud Laugh at this odd Pro- 

al. You have acquitted me very cheaply, 
Bir cry'd I. I thought you were going to = 
pole ſome prodigious Renunciation ; but fince 
tis only Women you allude to, tis done and 


all over long ago. I am chaſte enough, God 
wot. ens Fo. Sir, ſince Solomon was a wiſer 


Man than perhaps I ſhall ever be; and ſince 


all his Wiſdom could not hinder him from fli- 


ding, pray tell me what Expedient you Gen- 
tlemen have to live without that Sex ? ant 
what Inconvenience there would be, if, in the 
Paradalc of Philoſophers, every Adam had his 
Eve? 85 

You aſk me mighty Things, (reply d he, con- 


anſwer my Queſtion.) However, ſince I fee 
you will wean your ſelf from Women without 
Difficulty, I will impart to you one of the Rea- 
fons which have oblig'd the Sages to exact 
that Condition from their Diſciples; and you 
will thereby perceive in what Ignorance all 
thoſe live, who are not of our Number, 
When you areenrolld among the Sons of the 
Philoſophers, - and your Eyes ſtrengthen d by 


the Application of the thrice-ſacred Collyrium, 


you will inſtantly diſcover, that the Elements 
perfect Creatures; with 
whom, thro' the Sin of unhappy Adam, his moſt 
unhappy Poſterity have no Commerce nor Ac- 
quaintance. That immenſe Space, which is be- 
tween Earth and Heaven, has far nobler Inha- 


bitants, than Birds and Flies; thoſe vaſt Seas 
have quite other Inmates, than Dolphins and 


Whales ; the Bowels of the Earth, is not for 
Moles alone; and the Element of Fire, Lr 
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noble than the other three, was not deſign d 
to remain uſeleſs and empty. 


The Air is full of countleſs Multitudes of 


ty in Appearance, but tractable in Reality: 
Great Lovers of the Sciences, ſubtil, officious 
about the Sages, and Enemies to Sots and 
Blockheads. Their Wives and Daughters are 
_ maſculine Beauties, ſuch as the Amazons are de- 
Terib d to be. How, Sir! (cryd I) are thoſe 
Elves marry'd, {ay you? ma wa 
== „ make a II. reply d 
be. Depend upon t, all I to you, is ſo- 
lid and true. Theſe are but the 2 of 
the ancient Cabala; and twill be your Fault, 
and no Bodys elſe, if you don't experience it 
with your own Eyes. Mean while receive with 
an humble Mind the Light ſent you from God 
by me. Unleam all that you learn'd upon this 


Xp of a human Figure, ſomewhat haugh- 


have the Mortification (when youre convinc'd 
by Experience) of 2 oblig d to own, that 
you was abſolutely in the Wrong. 

Liſten then to the End, and know, that the 
Seas and Rivers are inhabited, as well as the 
Air; the Sages have calFd this Kind Undines, 
or Nymphs. There are few Males, but Fe- 
males in great abundance; their Beauty is ex- 
quifite, and incomparably beyond that of the 
Daughters of Men. 


| Head in the Schools of the Ignorant, or you'll | 


' The Earth, almoſt to the Center, is filld | 


with Gnomes; a People of a ſmall Size, Guar- 
dians of Treaſures, Minerals, 2nd precious Stones. 
Theſe are Ingenious, Friends to Man, and eaſy 
to be governd. They ſupply the Sons of the 
Sages with what Money they have * 
| ET , or, 
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ſor, and deſire nothing for their Pams but the 
Glory of ſerving them. The Gnomids ( their 
Wives) are low of Stature, but very agreeable, 
and their Dreſs curious. 

As for the Salamanders, the inflam d Gueſts 
of the Region of Fire, they ſerve the Philoſb- 
phers : But are not i tely fond of 
their hm ip he their Daughters — Wives 
— T, for 1 had rather have their Room 
than their Company. Why fo! (ſaid the Count) 


verſe with ſo hideous a Beaſt as a Salamander, 
Male or Female? You miſtake, (reply d be) 
that's the Idea which ignorant Painters and 
| Sculptors have of them; = Salamanders Wives 
are beautiful, nay, more- beautiful than any of 
the others, * a more pure Element. 
I give you but a haſty Deſcription of theſe Na- 
becauſe you will ſee them at Leiſure, 
= and with Eaſe, i you have that Curioſity. You 
will fee their Nabe their Meats, their 
Manners, their Polity, "their admirable Laws. 
You'll be charm'd with their intellectual Beau- 
ty, even more than with their corporeal; but 
then youll melt with Pity, when you hear 


* . and 


that they have no Hope of everlaſtingly enjoy- 
ing the * Eſſence, whom _— bow, 
and religiouſl iy adore. They I tell y 


ment they inhabit, and having in them no 
contrary Qualities, ſince they are made but of 

| one Quality, they do not dye till after many 

Ages: But what is Time in Compariſon to 


| Eternity: They myſt re enter for ever me. 4 


9 ſo! (reply d T) Win worll ane is 5 


rns 
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1 g. This T 


a and we have a hard Task of 
| em. 
Our Fathers, the Philofophers, ff to 
God Face to Face, lamented Neſs RY ples 
Misfortunes. And God, whoſe M 
reveal'd to them, 
ble to find a 
to them, that in like Manner as Man, 
Means 


that twas not 


and the Salamanders, 


kers of Immortality. Thus a Nymph, or a Sy 


e to which we 


| tive Chriſtians Tertullian, for Mary L. 


Fantius, Cjprian, Clement of Alexandria, * 
and moſt of the Writers of thofe Times 


They had heard, that theſe Elementary Demi- 
young Mai- 


Men had courted the Commerce of 
dens; and that made them fancy the Fall of 
the Angels was owing to nothing but the Love 


with which they ſuffer'd themſcives to be ſmut- þ 
ten to Women. Some Gnomes, deſirous of Im 


mortality, had a mind to gain the good Gra- 


them ſome precious Gems, which they are the 
natural Guardians of: And thoſe Authors bes 
Hev'd, from a wrong Conſtruction of the Boo: 


of Enoch, that they were the Snares laid oy 


bought affligs 


ercy 2 bound: 1 


of the Alliance, which he has con- 
tracted with God, is made Partaker of his D- 


vinity: 80 the Sylpbs, the Gnomes, the Nymphs, | 
by an Alliance which they 
may contract with Man, may be made Parta- 


ces of our Daughters; and — that End brought 


impeiſſi- 
Remedy to that Evil. He ſug- |, 


— immortal, and capable of the 
er 


| 
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ters of Men: And the bungling Cabalifts, 


, Macrobins, ſaid, that they were Angels; and did 


| afierthe Africas Women in his Time, is cleard 
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the enamour d Angels to debauch our Women- 
In the Beginning, theſe Sons of Heaven begot 
famous Giants, upon the Bodies of the Da 


ſenbus and Philo, (as, indeed, all the Fews are 
great Ignoramus s) and after them, the ſeveral 
others I juſt now nam d, as well as Origen and 


not know that they were Sylpbs and the other 
Elementary People, who, under the Name of 
the Children of Elobim, are diftingnſh'd from 


the Sons of Men. In like manner, that which 


the wiſe Auguſtin had the Modeſty to forhear 
deciding, touching the Fauns and runni 


up and rage wag; what I have been ſhying 
ing the Defire which all thoſe Inhabi- 


tants of the Elements have to unite themſelves 
; to Mankind, as the only Means of coming at 

| — they naturally are un-endow'd 
Ahl our Sapes had more Wit, than to im- 
= to the Love of Women, the Fall of the 


Angels, any more than to debaſe Man be- 
neath the Power of the Devil, in aſcribing to 
him the many Adventures of the Nymphe and 


 Sylpbs, which our Hiſtorians are fill'd with. 


There never was any Thing like 2 Crime in all 
that. "Twzs the Sylpbs who had a Deſire to be 


immortal. Their innocent Purſuits, far from 
ſcandalizing the Philoſophers, appear 


d in our 


Eyes ſo juſt, that we all, with one Accord, re- 
folv'd never, in the leaft, to have to do with 
Women; but to make it our ſole Buſineſs to 


. 


ſome one of thoſe pretended Sylphids 
carry you to Hell, in the Midſt of your Rap- 
tures, to prevent ſo ſenfible a Man as you | 
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Jeſu! (cries I) what ist I hear? How great is 
the * F s. Yes, Son, (interrupts the Count) 
admire the Felicity of Philoſophers! In Ex- 
change for Women, whoſe feeble Charms paſs 
away in a few Days, and are ſucceeded hy 
frightful Wrinkles, the Sages poſſeſs Beauties 
which never grow old, and whom they have 
the Glory to render immortal. Judge how |. 
eat muſt be the Love and Gratitude of thoſe 
— Miſtreſſes; and with what Order they 
ſtrive to pleaſe the charitable Philoſopher, who | 
_ 1 them! 5 ; 
Alas! Sir, I renounce (cry d I again.) —Yes, 
Son; (purſu d he, without ro Ack me Time to go 
on) renounce the vain = tranſitory Pleaſures | 
which Women afford, the faireſt of them all is 
a Mother Shipton to the meaneſt Sylpbid. Our 


ſage Embracings are never attended with Re- | 


morſe or Diſreliſh. Wretched Fools, how I pi 


| you for not being able to taſte Philoſophic 


Delights! 1 
Wretched Count de GaBarL 1s, (interrup- 


ted I, with a Tone mixd with Anger and 


Compaſſion) will you give me Leave to edge 
in a Word, and to tell you, I renounce that 
ſenſeleſs Sageneſs; I think that viſionary Phi- 


loſophy ridiculous, deteſt thoſe abominable Em- | 


bracings of Phantoms, and tremble for Jo left 
uddenly 


are, from perceiving the Folly of that chime- 


rical Zeal, and doing publick Penance for ſo | 
went a Come: Rs ! 


— — 


——— 


* Folly, he 1 going * 2 moo ESL ere nA 


— 


— 
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O hoh! (anſwerd he, ſtepping back three 
Paces, and looking ſternly upon me) Woe be 
to thee, thou indocile Spirit! His Action frigh- 
ſen d me, I confeſs; but much worſe, when I 
taw him, at a Diſtance, pull a Paper out of 
his Pocket, which I perceiv'd was full of Cha- 
racters I could not perfectly diſcern. He fell 


co reading attentively, look d all the while un- 


eaſy, and ſpoke low. I thought he was con- 


/ quring up ſome Spirits to tear me to Pieces, and 
| began to repent of my inconſiderate Zeal. If 


I eſcape this Bout, (ſaid I) Ill never truſt my- 
ſelf again with eer a Cabaliſt of em all. I 


kept my Eyes _ him as upon 2 Judge who 
Was going to je | 
Countenance clear d up again. It is hard for 


ntence me to die; when his 


you, (ſays he, ſmiling, and returning to me) it 


is hard for you to kick nana the Fricke, You 


are a Veſſel of Election. Heaven has deſtin 


you to be the greateſt Cabeliſt of your Age. 
hold the Figure of , yaur Nativity, which 


cannot fail. If it is not done now, and by my 


Intervention, it will be when it ſhall ſeem 


1 


Ah! if I become a Sage, (ſaid I in him) it 


will never he without the Intervention of the 

mighty GaBAL1s; but to be plain with you, 
I am I * afraid, that you'll find it a very 

difficult Tak 

| Gallantry. Are you {9 wretchedly ignorant in 


to bring me to the Philolophick 


Phyſicks, (reply'd he) as todoubt the Exiſtence 
thoſe NN I don't know, (ſaid I) but I 


| ſhould always fancy they were only Hobgob- 


lins in Diſguiſe. Will you ſtill give more Cre- 


dit to your Nurſe, (cry'd he) than to natural 
; Reaſon, than to Th, Pythagoras, Celſus, 0 ellns, 
* : 


N. oa lus, 
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but yet there have been ſ 
8 hear) refus d to grant this Honour td} 
Geri) 


2 Man for the Commerce of tho 
Prelate talkd he knew not what, (ſaid thi 
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P oclus, Porpbyrias, Famblicus, Plotinus, — 
Fus, Nollias, Dornaus, Flndd ;, than to bi 
Philoſopher Anreolus-Thecpbraf tus Bombaſi _ 


* 


celſis de Honeinheim, and all the reſt of our Com 


panions. 
I ſhould believe Y ov, (reply d D a 
much, and more than any of thoſe: But, dear 
Sir, can't you br: Matters about with your Þ 
Cempanions, that I mayn't be oblig d to have 
to do with thoſe Elementary Damſels? Oh! 
(faid he) you're at your Liberty, doubtleſs; ns 
loves, unleſs they've a Mind tot; "fe 
have been able to TahRand their Charms, 
who ref; 


ings, (as you 


themſelves entire for greater 


Nymphs. 1 ſhall hen be of that Numbet, 
d I) for I could never endure to loſe my} 
Time in the Ceremonies, which I have heat 

a certain Prelate ſay were to be practis d to fit 


Gemi. That 


Count) for you will one Day fee 
Gen ; beſides, never did — 4 make Uſe « 
either Ceremonies or or the Fami 
liarity of Gen, any more chan to o the Peopl 
we zre ſpeaking of. 
That Cabalit acted upon | the Principles d 
Nature only: And if * there are found 
in our 8, ſtrange Words, Characters, ani 
Fumigations, it is only to hide from the Is 


are not 


norant the Phyſick-Principles Admire the Sim 
plicity of Nature in all her 
the moſt marvellous! and in that 8 


Operations, 1 
implici 
Harmony and Concert ſo great, ſo juſt, 


ee, that it ns 1 of 6: Deſſ Fo 


s 


s 


l 


"MT. 


s. 
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unwilling tod 
Elementary People, thro' the — we 


becauſe tis the 
of Nature. The Slph 


IA 


But ſo ſoon as ever his Sinning Jad bee 
him headlong 


Harmony was broke, and he 
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reclaim you from your fond I 


of our Diſciples 28 we do not. care wholly to ad- 


mit into the — of Nature, and yet are 
ve them of the I the 


bear to thoſe ſame People. 
The Salamanders, as you perhaps a com- 
prehend, are compos d of the moſt ſubtile Parts 
oy the Sphere of Fire, conglobated and = 
izd by the Action of of the un wen Fire,(which 
1 diſcourſe to you at large hereafter) ſocalł d, 
inciple ef all the Movements 


ticles of h 
himſelf the P ions 
People, and der natural Lord and 


into the Excrements of the 
other 
had 


ments, (as you'll find ſome 


being impure and 7 with = 


Simplicity ramets can reſtore to Man 
he lat? 
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Alas! Sir, (reply'd I) I am very ignorant in 
all thoſe Simplicities. But it is very eaſy to be 
knowing in them, (anſwer'd he.) = 

If we wauld recover the Rule over the Sal. 
manders, we muſt purity and exalt the Element 
of Fire which is in us, and relevate the Tone : 
of that relax d String. We need only concen- 
trate the Fire of the World (by Means of con- 


Globe e Solary Powder, which being puigl 


which they have for their Like, all the Re- 
ſpect which they owe to their Creator's Image 
and Lieutenant, and all the Regards which 
they can pollibly be prompted to, by the De- 
fire of obtaining from us that Immortality 
which they want. It is true, they being more 
ſubtile than the Inhabitants of the other Ele- 
ments, live a very long Time; and ſo are lefs 
preſſing upon the Sages for Immortality. You 
may take up with one of theſe, my. Son, if the 
Averſion yon have expreſꝭ d. continues upon 
you : Perhaps hell never ſpeak to yu what 
you're ſo afraid of = 
; It 


Ov 
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It is not fo with the Hlphs, Gnomes, and 


Nymp th 


bs. As they hive a ſhorter Space, 
have the more Buſineſs to do with us; ſo their 


1 Familiarity is eaſier to obtain. We need only 


cloſe np a Glaſs full of . N Air, Water, 
or Earth, and then expoſe it to the Sun one 
Month; then ſeparate the Elements according 
to Art, which is very eaſily done, particularly 
in 8 _ 7 OO _ a 
magnetick Quality each of theſe purify'd Ele- 
ments has to attract Nymphe, Syl gr; boo 
Take but ever fo ſmall a Dole thereof every 


Day for ſome Months, and you'll ſee the Re- 


publick of Sylpbs fluttering in the Air, the 
Nympbs making to the Banks in Shoals, and the 
Guardians of Wealth ſpreading forth their Trea- 
fares. Thus, without Characters, without Ce- 
remonies, without barbarous Words, we become 


abſolute over all theſe Nations. They require 


no Worſhip from the Sage; they know he is 


nobler than they. Thus, venerable Nature tea- 
ches her Children to repair the Elements by the 
Elements. Thus Harmony is reviv'd. Thus 


Man recovers his natural Empire, and can eve- 
ry Thing in the Elements, without the Devil, 


and without unlawful Art. Thus you ſee, Son, 
that the Sages are more innocent than you 


thought for. You ſay nothing to me 


I I admire you, Sir, (ſaid I) and I begin to 


fear you'll make a Diftiller of me. Ah! God 


forbid; Child, (cryd he) tis not to ſuch Tri- 


fles your Nativity deſtinates you. On the con- 
trary, I charge you not to amuſe yourſelf that 
Way; I have told you, that the Sages ſhew 


ſuch Things to none but thoſe whom they have 


no Mind to admit into their Society. . You 2 


24 The Count de GABA LIS; or, 
have all thoſe Advantages, with others infinite- 


the Number of thoſe People 


h, and which ſtruck fo great a Terror on all | 


ly more glorious and more agreeable, by quite 

other Sorts of Proceſſes. The ſole Reaſon of my. 
deſcribing theſe Methods to you, is to ſhew you 
the Innocency of that Philoſophy, and to eaſe | 
you of your Pannick Terrors. 


Sir, you do very well, (teply'd D for I ne- 


ver, in all my Life, was half fo much frigh- | 
ten d as I was een now, thank God. And th 
Iam uot as yet determin d to accommodate my- 
{elf with thoſe Salamanders you propos d to me, 


yet I can t help deſiring to know how you came 


to a Diſcovery that thoſe Nymphs and Sylphs die; | 
They tell Pf (anfwer'd he) and ”— > 


wiſe ſee them die. How can you ſee them die, 
Ceeply d I) ſince the Commerce you have with 


them renders them immortal. That's very right, 
(ſaid he) if the Number of the ies « equall'd 


are ſeveral among them who chuſe rather ta 
die, than (by becoming immortal) to run a 


D Ar 
are. Tis Satan i 
ments, for he leaves no Stone unturn d to hin- 


pires them with theſe Senti- 


der thoſe poor Creatures from becoming immor - 
tal thro our Alliance. So that, my Son, I 
look upon it, (and ſo ought you) that that A- 


verſion of yours 1s a very pernicious Temptation; 
and a unchantable Diſpoſition. | 


Now as to the Death you ſpeak of: Who | 
was it that oblig d the Oracle of Apollo to ſay, 
that all thoſe who ſpoke in the Oracles, were * 


mortal as well as himſelf, as Porpbyrius reports? 
And what do you think was intended by that 
Voice which was heard on all the Shores of Ita- 


thoſe 


uite | 


; beſides, that there i 


TY 


. 


AR 
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, Thoſe Gentlemen then, whoſe Commerce you 
recommend me to, were the falſe Gods of the 
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thoſe who were out at Sea? THE GREAT 
PANIS DEAD. It was the People of the 
Air, who gave Intelligence to the People of the 
Waters, that the firft and eldeft of the Sylphs 
was juſt then expir d. 

When that Voice was heard, (ſaid I to him) 
the World, I think, worſhip'd Fun and the Nymph. 


Heathens. e a 


It is true, my Child, (rephy'd he.) The Sages 


are far from beheving, that the Devil ever had 


{ the Power to cauſe himſelf to be ador d. He is 


too unhappy, and too weak, ever to have had 
that Pleaſure, and that Authority. But he may 
have had the Power to perſwade thoſe Inhabi- 
tants of the Elements to ſhew themſelves to 


Men, and to cauſe Temples to be erected to 


> them; and by the natural Power which each 


of them has over the Element it reſides in, 
hy difturb'd the Air and Sea, ſhook the Earth, 
and dealt abroad Heaven's fiery Artillery as 
they pleas d: So they found it no very difficult 


Matter to be taken for Deities, whilſt the Su- 


preme Being neglected the Salvation of the 
Gentiles. But the Devil did not reap from his 

Wickedneſs, all the Advantage he hop'd to do; 
for, from that Time, it happen'd that Pan, the 
Nymphs, and the other Elementary Nations, ha- 


ving found Means to change this Commerce of 


Worſhip into a Commerce of Love, (for you 
muſt needs remember, that among the Anci- 
ents, Pan was the King of thoſe Gods whom 
they calld Raine Got and who were very 

fond of young Maidens) many of the Pagans 
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eſcapd out of the Clutches of the Devil, and 
will not burn in Hell. 


I don't underſtand you, Sir, (reply d I.) It 


may be ſo, (continu'd he, ſmiling, and in 2 
Tone of Raillery) this is what paſles your Un. 
derſtanding, and likewiſe that of all your Do- 
Qors, who are ignorant of polite Phyſicks. This 
is the grand Myitery of all that Part of Philoſo- 
phy which reſpects the Elements, and which (f 
you have any Love for yourſelf) will cure you af 
that unphilolophicalRepugnance which you ſeem 
ſo ſuddenly to have taken up. Know then, my ' 
Son, but do not divulge this mighty, Arcanum 
to any unworthy Sot: Know, that as the 
 Sylpbs acquire an Immortal Soul by the All: 
ance they contract with ſuch Men as are Veſlels * 
of Election, in like Manner thoſe Men, who 
are not ſet apart for eternal Glory, thoſe Sons } 
of Perdition, to whom Immortality is a diſmal ' 
Advantage, for whom the Meſſias was not ſent * 
by Jou Gentlemen of the Cabala, are Fanſe- 7 
its then, (interrupted I.) We know nothing of 
that, (reply'd he, bluntly) we ſcorn to inform 
our ſelves concerning the different Se&s and 
Religions which Fools break their Brains about. 
We ſtick to the ancient Religion of our Fa- 
thers the Philoſophers, which I muſt one Day 
bring you acquainted with. But-to return to 
the Thread of our Diſcourſe; thoſe Men, whoſe } 
melancholy Immortality would be but an e- 
ternal Misfortune ; thoſe unhappy Children, 
whom the ſovereign Father has rejected, have 
fall this Reſonrce; they can become mortal, 
by coupling themſelves to the Elementary Peo- * 
ple. So that you ſee the Sages run no Hazard as 
to Eternity; if they are Predeſtinated to = 
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have the Pleaſure (when they quit the 


Prilon of this Body) to lead to Heaven a Sylphid, 
or a Nymph, whom they have Immortahz'd ; 


the Com- 
merce of the Sylphid renders their Soul mortal, 


and delivers them from the Terrors of the ſe- 


cond Death. Thus the Devil miſs d of all the 


- Heathens, who ally'd themſelves to Nymphs. 
Thus the Sages, or the Friends of Sages, to 


whom God directs us to communicate ſome of 


the four elemen _ (which I have 
| 1 A. inform d you of) free themſelves 
4 


Danger of being damm d. 8 
Upon my Word, (cry d I) (not daring to put 
him again out of Humour, and thinking it 
adviſeable to defer ſpeaking my Thoughts ful- 
to him, till he had unfolded to me all the 


. Secrets of his Cabal; which, by this Sample, 


I judgd muſt be very odd and diverting) 
Upon my Word, you have carryd Wiſdom to 
a very great z and you were in the 


Right, to ſay it would paſs the Underſtanding 


of all our Doctors: I fancy it would paſs the 
Underſtanding of all our Magiſtrates likewiſe : 
And if they could diſcover who they are that 


give the Devil the Dog to hold in that Man- 


ner; as Ignorance is always unjuſt, they 


would be apt to eſpouſe the Intereſts of the 


Devil againft thoſe Run-aways, and would lead 
them but a ſcurvy Life. _ 
For that Reaſon it is (reply'd the Count) 


* that I did, and do ſolemnly recommend the 


Thing to you as a Secret. Your Judges are 
ſtranze Folks! a very innocent Action, they 
condemn as a very heinous Crime. What Bar- 
barity ! To burn thoſe two Prieſts which the 

ED 8 Prince 


to you till to Morrow, without Uneaſinenñ 
Ah! as for me, (reply d he, ſmiling and walk. 


for Neceſlity. I thought quite the Contrary, i 


to ſatisfy Neceſſity. You're deceiv'd (ſaid the 
Count) how long * you think we Sages can 


20175 knowing Man that ever Ind d, the Divine, the 
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Prince of Miranda was acquainted with ! and who 
had each his Sylphid for the Space of forty # 
Years! What Inhumanity to put to Death Joan 
Hervillier, who had labour d to Immortalize a a 
Gnome for fix and thirty Years together! And | 
what Ignorance in Bodin, to treat her as a 
Sorcerels! and from her Adventure, to take 
Occaſion to authorize the vulgar Chimeras con- 
cerning pretended Wizards! By a Book as im 
pertinent, as that of the + Republick is rational. 
But tis late, and I dont conſider you have 
not yet din d. You ſpeak for your ſelf, Sir, | 
(aid 1 to him) for, for my Part, I could liiten | 


ing toward the Door, I find you are not much 
acquainted what it is to be a Philoſopher. The 
Sages eat only for their Pleaſure, and never 


(replyd I) I believ d, x L 4 Tins never eat but 


hold out * eating? How ſhould I know, | 
— I.) Moſes and Elias faſted forty Days; 
"= not ſo long by ſome Days, I ſuppoſe. | 

ty Matter truly! (replies he.) The 


almoſt adorable Paracelſus, affirms, that he had 
ſeen many Sages who livd twenty Years, with- | 
out eating the leaſt Bit of any Thing. He him 
ſelf, e er he arriv'd to that Monarchy of Sage 
neſs, of which we have juſtly defer d to him 
the Scepter, was pleas d to II to live ſeveral _ 
TIT taking — but half a — —. 7 
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Solary Quint-eſſence. And if you have a Mind 
to make any Body live without eating ; you 
need do no more than prepare ſome Earth, as I 
told you how it was to be done for the of 


the Gnomes. This Earth apply d to the Navel, 


and repeated when it is too dry, makes a Man 


eaſily diſpence with Eating and Drinking: 
Thus the infallible Faracelſus |: ays, he experi- 


enc'd for fix Months. 


But the Uſe of the Catholick-Cabaliftick Me- 
dicine does much better redeem us from all the 
troubleſome Neceſſities, to which Nature ſub- 
jects the Ignorant. We never eat but when 
we pleaſe; and all the ity of the Meat 
vamſhing away by inſenſible Tranſpiration, 
we never have the Shame of being Men Here 
he ceas'd, perceiving we were within Heanng 
of our Servants. We went into the — 


take a ſlender Repaſt, according to the 
| of the Heroes of Philoſophy. : 
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DISCOURSE Il. 


AFTER Dinner, we return d to 


de Labyrinth. I ond vet dads 


72 75 N NE putting on a cloudy Look; — 


my Pity for the Count's Extrava- 
I gance, which I judg'd would be 
a difficult Taſk to cure him of, 


leſſen d the Pleaſure I ſhould have had, if there 
had been any Likelihood of recovering him to 
his Scnſes. 1 was ſtudying, if I could not find 

out ſomething in — that might work 
upon N for, as to urging the Sentiments of 


the Church. he had derb d to me, that the 
ancient Religion of his Fathers, he Philoſo- 


phers, was What alone he adher d to; and to 
go about to convince a Cabaliſt by Reaſon, 


would be a long-winded Undertaking: Beſides, 
I did not * care to diſpute againſt a Man 
whoſe Principles I was but in part acquainted 


with. b 
It came into my Head, that what he hal 


ſaid concerning the falſe Gods, i in whoſe Room 
he had ſubſtituted the Sylphs and other Elemen- 


tary People, might be refuted by the Heathen 
Oracles, whom the Scripture every where terms 


Devils, 
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Devils, and not Sylpbs. But then, not knowing 
but that according to the Principles of his Ca- 
bal, the Count might aſcribe the Anſwersof the 
Oracles to ſome natural Cauſe, I thought it the 
beſt Way to get out of him his utmoſt Thoughts 
about that Matter. 

He gave me a Handle for this; when, be- 
fore we enter d the Labyrinth, he turn'd his 
Face to the Garden. It is fine, (ſaid he) 
and thoſe Statues are wonderfully agreeable to 
the Eye. The Cardinal (replies I) who causd 
them to be brought hither, had an odd Fancy, 
and unworthy of his great Genius. He believ'd 
that moſt of theſe Statues were the 
out of which the ancient Oracles were delive- 
red, and gave an extraordinary Price for them, 
upon that very Score. That's a common Weak- 


| neſs, (replyd the Count) Ignorance is every 


1 of, to cauſe himſelf to be worſnippd. O 


Day the Cauſe of committing a Kind of 
criminal Idolatry, by Mens preſerving N. 
much Care, and valuing ſo highly, the Idols 
which they fancy the Devil heretofore made 


God! will Men never know that Thou, from 
the Birth of Time, didſt make thme Enemies thy 
Foot-ſtool, and keepeſt the Evil Spirits Priſoners 
| beneath the Earth, in the Gulph of Darkneſs? 
This fo indiſcreet Curioſity of procuring theſe 
- pretended Organs of the Lamont, might become 
Innocent, (my Son) if People would but be per- 
ſuaded that the Angels of Darkneſs were never 
permitted to ſpeak in the Oracles. 
I dont believe (interrupted I) that the Vir- 
tuoſi would be eaſily brought to believe that: 
But the Free-thinkers perhaps might: For not 
long ago it was decided in a Conference held 
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from, the Parts ordain'd for the multipl 


make Mention of thoſe divine Men, call d by 
the Greeks Engaſtrimantes, whoſe prophetick Bel- 
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on purpoſe upon this Subject, by the Wits of 
the firſt Rank; that thoſe pretended Oracles 
were nothing but a Trick of the Prieſts to get 


Money, or an Artifice of the Princes for ſome 


political Deſign. 

They were the Mahometan Ambaſſadors, ſent 
hither ſome Time ſince, were they not? No, Sir 
(anſwer d I.) What Religion were they then of, 


up their Reſid 


God's Image. I reply d, that I had mention alf 0 
thoſe Ventri-loquent, Belly-ſpeaking þ wn | 
and had taken Notice to the Company of Free- 
thinkers, that King Saul baniſh'd them his King- 
dom, wherein however he met with one of 'em, 


the Night before his Death, whoſe Voice had 


the wondrous Force to raiſe up Sammel at his 
Requeſt, and for his Ruin. But thoſe learned 
Men could not be withheld deciding that 


there never were Oracles. 
I Scripture 


(faid the Count) they ſhould have been con- 
vincd from Antiquity; throughout which it 
had been eafy to have ſhewn them a thouſand 
marvellous Proofs of it. So many Virgins 
teeming with the Deſtiny of Mortals, and bring- 
ing forth the good or ill Luck of thoſe who 


conſulted them. Why did you not alledge to 


them Chryſoffom, Origen, and CEcumenins, who 


Be 


if they 


don t 


hes deliver'd ſuch famous Oracles. And 


made no Impreſſiom upon them, | 
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dont like Scripture and the Fathers ! they 
ought to have been put in Mind of thoſe mira- 
culous Maidens, whom Pazſanias, the Geek, 
ſpeaks of; and who transform'd themſelves in- 
to Doves; and under that Form, were the cele- 
brated Oracles, call'd the Columbe Dodonides. Or 
elſe (to the Glory of your own Nation) you 
might have told them, that Gaul, in former 
Times, produc'd illuſtrious Maidens, who me- 
tamorphoſed themſelves into all Shapes ( to 
pleaſe thoſe who conſulted them) and who, 
beſides the oracular Anſwers they gave, had a 
wonderful Influence upon the Waters, and a 
ſalubrious Authority over the moſt incurable 
Diſtempers. 3 3 
All theſe Proofs (ſaid I) would have been 
treated as Apocryphal. Why, does Antiquity 
render them ſuſpected? (Replyd he.) If fo, 
- you need only have mnſtancd in the Oracles 

which are ſtill in Being. In what Part cf the 
Werld ? (faid I.) At Paris, (reply'd he.) At 
Paris! {cry'd I.) Yes, at Paris, (continud he.) 


' You a Teacher in If ael, and know not theſe 


Things! Is it not every Day's Practife to 
conſult the aquatick Oracles in Glaſſes of 


Vater or Baſins ; and the aerial Oracles in Mir- 


rors, and upon the Hand of Virgins? Are not 
loft Chaplets, and ſtoll n Watches, recover d by 
that Means? Do not People hear Tidings from 
diſtant Countries, and ſee their abſent Friends? 
Alas, Sir! what Stories you tell me, ſaid I to 
him! T tell you nothing, (reply'd he) but what 
Tm ſure happens every Day; and which, I 
could eaſily prove, by a Thouſand Eye-Witnel- 
ſes. I can't think it, Sir, (reply'd I.) The 
Magiſtrates would make ſome Example of ſo 

. F - puniſhable 


AGLA? whach 
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1 an — and would not ſuffer 
Idolatry to 


imagine; and Providence will not permit the 


Extirpation of that Remain of Philoſophy, | 
which has eſcapd from the lamentable Ship- 


_ of Truth. If there ftill continues 


_ any Foot-ſtep of the — 
— 


divine Names, would you have them 


effac d? Are you for deſtroying the Reſpect and 125 


Gratitude which is due to the great Name 


exalted your Fancy and Faith, _ 


turning 
yourſelf towards the Veſt, cry'd aloud, A G. 
Bu, (interrupted I,) I E care to uſe that 
ſort of Argument to fuch ingenious Men as thoſe 
_ they would have taken me for a Mad: | 


they have no Faith | 
2 thy Thing like that; and even tho I had 


For, depend upon t, 


— acquainted with the Cabaliſtick Operation 1 
you freak of it would have done no Good in } 


my Mouth: For I have yet leſs Faith in it 


than they. Well, well, ( 21d the Count) you'll } 


know better in Time. However, if you had 
thought that your Gentlemen would not have 
given Credit ba what they __ t ſee every Day 
at Paris, you might have cited to them a Story 


of very freſh Date. The Oracle which G 
Rbnd;gfoms ſays he ſaw himſelf about the End | 

of the laſt Century, in the Perſon of that e- 

W Man, who ſpoke and foretold, 


2 — 


o too faſt, (interrupt. 
ed the Count, PR no ch Harm int as you 


operates all thoſe Miracles, 
when it is 1 evn by the Ignorant and 

and which would perform ſar other 
Miracles in a Cabaliftick Mouth. If you had 
had a- Mind to convince 1 of the 
Reality of Oracles, you needed only to have 
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for Monks, I can't help ſiding with them upon 


vas the] 
| (replies I.) Does not Plutarch, (reglyd he) 
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what was to come to paſs, with the ſame 
2s the Eurycles of Plutarch. To have cited No- 


diginss, (ſaid I) would have look d Pedantick ; 


and they would certainly have told me, that 
that Man was a Demoniac k. 

That had been ſo like a Monk (re- 
ply'd he.) Sir, (interrupted I) notwithſtanding 
the Cabalſtick Averſion which I ſee you have 


this Occaſion. I am of Opinion, there's leſs 


Harm in abſolutely denying there ever were 
} Oracles, than in ſaying, it was not the Devil that 


ke in them. For, in ſhort, the Fathers and 


{ ruyted he) do not the Theologians grant, that 


the learned Sambethe, the eldeſt of the ih, 
ter of Noah? Well ! what then, 


fhrm, that the eldeſt Sybill was the firft 
that gave Oracular Anſwers at Delphos ? The 
Spirit which Sambethe entertain d in her Boſom, 
was not therefore a Devil, nor her Apollo a falſe 


God; fince Idolatry did not begin till a long 
Tune after the Confuſion of Languages : And it 
were a very abſurd Thing to aſcribe to the 


Father of Lies the holy Books of the Sybils, 


and all the Proofs of true Religion, which the 


Fathers have fetch'd from thence. Beſides, Son, 
continu d he Smiling, tis not decent in you to 
annul the Marriage which a certain Cardinal 
has made between David and a Sybil, and accuſe 


- that learned Perſon of having put in Parallel 


d old Woman; 


a great Prophet, and a be-devil 


for either David ſtrengthens the Evidence of the 


Sybil, or the Sybil weakens the Authority of 
; N David 
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David. I beg Sir, (interrupted I) that yu 
would reſume the Serious. | 
I will fo, ſaid he, provided ycu will not ac. 
cuſe me of being tco much ſo. Do. ycu think 
the Devil was ever divided againſt himſelf? 
And 1s he ever againſt his own Intereſt 2 Why 
not, faid I? Why not, ſaid he? Becauſe he whom 
Tertullian has ſo happily and gloricully calll } 
The Reaſon of God, has declar d otherwiſe. &. 
tan never divided againſt himſelf. It therefore 
follows either, that the Devil never ſpoke in 
Oracles, or that he never {ſpoke againſt hi | 
Intereſts. Ergo, if the Oracles have ſpoken * 
againſt the Intereſt of the Devil, it was not 
the Nevil that ſpoke in the Oracles. But fai | 
IT to him, might not God force the Devil to | 
bear Teſtimony to the Truth, and ſpeak again | 
himſelf? But, (reply'd he) ſuppoſe God did not 
force him to do it? In that Caſe (replyd ) 
you'll be more in the Right than the Monks | 
Let us then examine it, purſud he; and in 
Order to proceed ſericuſſy and convincingly, I I 
will not bring the Teſtimonies of the Oracle 
reported by the Fathers of the Church, tho In 
perſwaded of the Veneration you have for thoſe 
great Men. Their Religion, and the Interet 
they had in the Thing, might have prejudicd 
them; and their Love for the Truth, might 
have put them upon borrowing ſome Cloaths; 
and even ſome fictitious Ornament to dreſs it : 
up in, becauſe, in their Time, Truth was "F f 
Poor and naked: They were Men, and conle 
quently might have been falſe Witneſſes, accord. 
ing to the Maxim ef the Poet of the Synagogue 
I ſhall therefore take a Man that cannot be 
ſuſpected in this Cauſe : A Pagan indeed, but 
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a Pagan of a different fort from Lucretius, or Lu- 
cian, or the Epicuraans; a Pagan fo extravagant, as 
to believe that there are Gods and Devils with- 
out Number, immoderately ſuperſtitious, a great 
Magician, or pretending to be ſuch, and conſe- 


quently a great Partiſan of Devils, and that is 


Por pbyr ius. I'll give you, Word for Word, ſome 
Oracles that he reports. * 


FCC 


N 


' Pere is above the Celeſtial Fire a 


Flame incorruptible, ever ſparkling, 
Source of Life, Fountain of all Beings, and 
Principal of all Things. This Flame pro- 
duces every Thing, and Nothing periſhes 
but what It conſumes. It is ſelf-evident ; 


it cannot be contained in any Place; it is 
corporeal and immaterial; it environs the 
Heavens, and there iſſues out of it a ſmall 


Spark, which makes the whole Fire of the 


Sun, of the Moon, and of the Stars. This 


is what I know of God : don't ſeek further 


into his Nature, for that paſſes thy Under- 


ſtanding, however wiſe thou art. To con- 
clude, know that wicked, unjuſt Man, can- 


not hide himſelf from God. No Craft, no 


Evaſion, can diſguiſe any Thing from his 


God is every where. 
7 i ns Tou 


piercing Eyes. Exery Thing is full of God, 


med by this gentle Fire, the Warmth where- 
of cauſes the Combination, the Harmony, 
and the Duration of the World. Nothing 
ſubſiſts but by this Fire, which is God it 


ther of Untrath to bear Teſtimony 
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Ton ſee, my Son, that this Oracle has not 


too ſtrong a Smack of the Devil. At leaſt, an- 
ſwered I, the Devil departs pretty much from 
his Character in it: Here is another, ſaid he, 
that preaches yet better. | 


34 <<) & F 


T Here is in God an immenſe Profundity 
| of Flame : The Heart however ought 

not to fear touching this adorable Fire, or | 
being touch d by it; it will not be conſu- 


ſelf. No Body begat it, it has no Mother, 


it knows every Thing, and can be taught | 


Nothing: It is unalterable in its Deſigns, 
and its Name is ineffable. This 1s God: 
For, as for us, who are his Meſſengers, WE 
ARE ONLY A SMALL PART OF 


9 


Well, what ſay you of this? I ſay of both 
of them, reply'd I, that God can force the > 
to t 
Truth. Here is another, reply d the Count, 


which will remove that Scruple. 
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that ſpeaks in theſe Oracles, and explains ſo well 
Ido the Heathens, the Eſſence, the Unity, the 


eee WT WY WU 


; The Hiſtory of Se1xirt s. 39 
LRSAOSS8S88S88888 80088888008 
ORACLE 


T3 7EEP, O ye Tripods, and bewail 

/ your Apollo; HE IS MORTAL, 
HE IS DYING, HE IS DEAD; 
becauſe the Light of the Celeſtial Flame 
extinguiſhes him. My eg ne IF MD... 


You ſee plainly, my 


Child, what this is 


Immenſity, the Eternity of God. He owns he 
is mortal, and but a Spark of God. It is not 
the Devil therefore that ſpeaks, ſince he is im- 


mortal, and fince God would not force him to 


iy he is not ſa It is determined, that Satan 


does not divide againſt himſelf. Was ſaying 


? there was but one God a hkely Expedient to 


cauſe himſelf to be worſhip'd ? He ſays he's mor- 
tal; how long has the Devil been fo modeſt, ſo 
ſel-denying, as to difown even his natural Qua- 
lities. - You ſee therefore, my Son, that if the 


Principle of him, who is call'd by way of Er- 


_ cellence the God of Sciences, ſubſiſts, it can- 


not be the Devil who ſpoke in the Oracles. 

But, (ſaid I) if it was not the Devil, either 
lying for the Nonce, when he talk'd of being 
mortal; or telling Truth by Compulſion, when 
he ſpoke of God; to what Cauſe will your Ca- 
bal aſcribe all the Oracles which you allow have 


_ i —— 


He means Apollo, whoſe Principle is Fire, 
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actually Been? Is it to the Exhalation of 


the Earth, as Ariſfotle, Cicero, Plutarch — A- 
las, no, (replies the Count) Thanks to the ſacred 
Cabala, 1 am not ſo whimſical as that comes to. 
How! (return d I) do you hold that Opinion to 


be whimſical? Its Favourers are Men of good. | 


Senſe. Not in that; (continued he) and it is 


impoſſible to attribute to ſuch Exhalation all 
that has paſsd of Oracular. For Example: 
That Man, in Tacitus, who appear in a Dream 
to the Prieſts of Hercules in Armema, and com- 
manded them to get ready for him ſome Hun- 


ting-Horſes for a Chace. So fer it might be E. 


halation ; but when thoſe Horſes return'd in the 
of their Shafts, and the next Day, there were 


juſt ſo many Beaſts found dead in the Foreſt, as 


there had been Arrows in the Quivers; it is 


plain it could not be Exhalation which caus d 


that Effect; much leſs the Devil; for it would 
be having an irrational and un- cabaliſtical No- 


tion of the Miſery of God's Enemy, to believe 
he was ſuffer d to divert himſelf with hunting a 


Stag or a Hare. 5 
To what other Cauſe then (ſaid I) does the 


ſacred Cabal aſcribe all this? Hold a while, 
(anſwer d he.) Before I unfold to you this My- 
ſtery, I muſt cure you of the Prejudice you may 
be under, as to that pretended Exhalation, for, 
methought, you cited with an Emphaſis 4:7- 
fotle, Plutarch, and Cicero. You might likewiſe 


have cited Famblicus, who, tho a great Genius, 
continued ſome Time in that Error, which, how- 
ever, he ſoon relinquiſh, when he had exami- 


ned the Thing more maturely in his Book of | 
Peter 


Myſterics. 


Evening quite jaded, and the Quivers empty d | 
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Petey of Aponus, Pomponatius, Levinius, Sir2ni- 
w, and Lucilio Vanino, were likewiſe overjoy'd 


| to find that Subterfuge in ſome of the Anci- 


ents. All thoſe pretended Free-thinkers, who, 
when they treat of divine Things, ſpeak ra- 
ther what they wiſh, than what they know; 
are unwilling to allow any Thing ſupernatu- 
ral in Oracles, for fear of confeiſing there's any 


| Thing above Man. They're apprehenſive left 
| People ſhould make a Ladder for them to mount 


up to a God, whom they fear to come to the 
Knowledge of by the Steps of Spiritual Creatures; 
and they had rather frame one tor themſelves to 
deſcend into Nothingneſs. Inſtead of lifting 
themſelves towards Heaven, they delve into 
the Earth; and, inftead of ſearching in Beings 
ſuperior to Man, for the Cauſe of thoſe Raptures 
which raiſe him above himſelf, and render him 


2 Kind of Divinity; they fooliſhly aſcribe 


to impotent Exhalations, that Power of pene- 
trating into Futurity, diſcovering hidden Things, 
and ſoaring up to the higheſt Secrets of the Di- 
vine Eſſence. 3 De ot 
Such is the Miſery of Man, when poſleſs'd 
with a Spirit of Contradiction, and a Humour 
of thinking differently from others! Inſtead of 
reaching his Ends, he does nothing but bewilder 
and hamper himſelf. Theſe Libertines are not 
for ſubjecting Man to Suhſtances leſs material 


than himſelf, and yet ſubject him to an Exha- 
lation; and without conſidering, that theres no 
Relation between that chimerical Fume and 


the Soul of Man, between that Vapour and fu- 
ture Things, between that frivolous Cauſe and 
thoſe miraculous Effects, they think being Sin- 
G _ gular, 


* 
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of Man, comes to him from without, and that | 
from the Spirituality of the Operations of our | 


ture from that material Compoiition which it | 
nimates, and whoſe Groſſneſs only ſerves to cd. 


that ſoaring Pitch which the Pythian Oracles fly? 


that his Madneſs would prove no incurable Dt | 
ſtemper) God grznt that. Plutarch, (con- 
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gular, is enough to make them be thought Ratio. 
nal. Iis ſuit:cient for them to deny the Being 
of Spirits, and yet, forſooth, they put on an 
Air of free-thinking Sparits. | : 

Ycu do not love Smgularity then? (intern. 
ted I.) Ah! Son, (ſaid he) tis the Peſt of good 
Senſe, and the Stumbling- block of the greateſt 
Wits. Aiftotle, as great a Logician as he was 
could not avoid the Snare into which the Fancy 
of Singularity leads thoſe whom it poſſeſſes fo vi 
olently as it did him; he could not help entang. 
Iing and contradictirg himielf. In his Book d 
the Generation of Animals, and in that of Mo | 
rals, he ſays, That the Wit and Underſtanding 


* 


we cannot receive it from our Parents: And 


Soul, he concludes, that it is of a different Na. 


* 


fuſcate the Speculations, rather than contribute 
to their Production. Blind Ariſtotle! if, accor- | 
ding to you, cur material Cempoſition cannot 
be the Source of our Spiritual Thoughts, how |! 
will you make it out, that a weak Exhalation | 
can be the Cauſe of ſublime Thoughts, and a 


You fee, my Son, that this Free-thinker con- 
tradicts himſclf, and is put into a Wood by hs | 
Singularity. Von argue very juſtly, Sir, (ſaid 

I; glad to hear him talk rationally, and hoping 


tinud he, interrupting me) who is fo folid in 
other Reſyects, moves my Pity in his Dialogue 
con- 


un oo Fw a 
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concerning the Ceſſation of Oracle. He raiſes 
Objections, but does not reſolve them. Why 
does he not anſwer to what is faid to him, iz. 
That if 'tis Exhalztion that cauſes that Rapture, 
all thoſe who approach the Fate-foretelling Tri- 

would be ſeizd with Enthuſiaſm, and not 
one Female alone, nor her, unleſs a Virzin ? But 
ho can that Vapour give articulate Sounds from 
the Belly? Belides, that Exhalation is a natu- 
nal and neceſſary Cauſe, and ought to produce 
its Effect regularly and continually; how comes 
that Maiden never to be under Agitation, but 
when confulted? And, which is more, wity has 
the Earth given over ſending forth ſuch di- 
vine Vapours ? Is it not as mich Earth now 
zs then? Does it receive other nfluences? Has 
it other Seas, other Rivers? Wo has therefore 
ſo ſtop'd up its Pores, or chang d its Nature? 
I wonder that Pomponatins, Luc ilius, and the 
} other Libertines, ſhould borrow the Idea from 
| Plutarch, and forſake the Manner in which he 
expreſſes himſelf. He ſpoke more judicionly 
than Cicero and Ariſtotle, as he was a Man of 
very good Senſe; and not knowing what Con- 
cluſion to draw from all thoſe Oracles, after a 
tireſome Irreſolution, he determin'd, that that 
Exhalation which he believ'd iſſud from the 
Earth, was a moſt divine Spirit: Thus heal 
- (nbd to a Deity thoſe extraordinary Movements 
and IIluminations of Apollo's Prieſteſſes. This 
' propbeſying Vapour 1s (ſays he) a m Divine 
Breath, and moſt Holy Spirit. Poemponatins, Luci- 
un, and the modern Atheiſts, don't take up with 
m theſe Ways of Speaking which ſuppoſe a Deity. 
ue Theſe Exhalations (ſay they) were of the Na- 
ture of thoſe Vapours which moleſt the Atrabi- 
3 TTT 9 
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laricns, (Spienatick) who ſpeak Languages they 

don t underſtand. But Fer nelius very well con. 
fates thoſe Wretches, by proving, that the Bile, 
which is a peccant Humour, cannot cauſe tha 
Diverſity of Tongues, which is one of the moſt 
marvellcus Effects of Conſideration, and an 
artificial Declaration of our Thoughts. He 
however, decided the Thing imperfectly, i 
ſubſcribing to Pſellus, and all thoſe who haw 
not div'd deep enough in our Holy Philoſophy, 
Being ata Lc{s whence to fetch the Cauſes of 
ſuch ſurprizing Effects, he acted juſt as the 
Women and Monks do, and aſcribd em to the 
Devil. What then ought they to be aſcribi 
to ? (ſaid T) I have long waited for this Cabs 
hilizk Secret. 1 
Ulntareh has very well mark d it, (ſaid he) 
and he had done well, if he had ſtuck then 
1 . 1 1 = making Uſe of 1 
unſeem gan for Expreſſion, not being gra 

enough. „ the Majeſty of the God 
(ſays that Pagan) and what the Oracle ſpoke 
ſurpaſſing likewiſe the Powers of the Soul d 
Man; they have done great Service to Phils 
phy, who have ſet up mortal Creatures be 
tween Gods and Men; to whom may be referr( 
every Thing that exceeds human Weakneſs 
and yet is ſhort of the divine Greatneſs. 
This Opinion was held by all the ancienth 
Philoſophers. The Platomffs and a 
* they 
Hebrew 


ream, took it from the 42 ; 
from Foſepb the Saviour, and from the 
who ſojourn d in Agypt before the Paſſage d 
the Red Sea. The Hebrews call'd theſe Subſta 
ces, which are half Angel half Man, Sadam; 
and the Greeks tranſpoſing the * 5 
e 8 — 
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merce was allow d by the Synagogue; and that 
the Idol belonging to David s Wife, was no- 


| Idola 
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adding but one Letter, calld them Daimonas. 
Theſe Demons are with the ancient Philoſophers, 
an Aerial Nation, ruling over the Elements, 
mortal, ingendering, unknown in this Age to 
thoſe who do not {eek the Truth in its —_— 


Aboad, that is to ſay, in the Cabala, 
in the Theology of the Hebrews, who had 
the particular Art of entertaining that Aerial 
Nation, and converſing with all thoſe Inmates 
of the Air. * 535 

Lou are return d again to your Sylpbs, Sir, (in- 
terrupted I.) I am to, (continud he.) The 
Theraphim of the Fews was nothing but the 
Ceremony neceſſary to be obſerv d in that Com- 
merce; and that Jew Mic bas, who complains 
in the Book of Fudges, that his Gods were taken 
from him, only laments the Loſs of the little 


Image wherein the Syiphs usd to converſe 
with him. The Gods whac 


Rachel ſtole from her 
Father, was likewiſe a Theraphim. Neither Mi- 
chas nor Laban are reprovd for Idolatry, nor 

would Jacob have card to have livd fourteen . 
Years with an Idolater, or to have marry'd his 
Daughter: "Twas only a Commerce of Sylphs ; 
and we know by Tradition, that ſuch Com- 


thing but a Theraphim ; by Help whereof, ſhe 


held Correſpondence with the elem Inha- 
bitants; for you may well amagin th Prophet 
after God's own Heart, would not have ſufter'd 
MME. 
Nations, ſo long as God 


Theſe Elementary 


neglected the Salvation of the World in Puniſh- = 


ment for the firſt Sin, delighted inexpreſling to 
| 7 wr | 25 : i NE 5 a en 
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Men in Oracles, what they knew of God; they 
took a Pleaſure in teaching them to live moral. 
ly; in giving them moſt wue and ſalutary Coun- 
l {uch as are ſeen frequently in Plutarch, 
and all the Hiſtorians. So ſoon as God took 
Compaſſion on Mankind, and was pleas d him- 
ſelf to be their Teacher, theſe little Maſters 
withdrew. Hence comes the Silence cf Orac les. | 

The Reſult therefore of your Diſcourſe, (re- 
plyd I) is, that there have certainly been 
Oracles, or Places where divine Anſwers were 
given, and that 'twas the Sylphs who gave thoſe } 
Anſwers, and who ſtill give them every Day . 
in Drinking-Glaſſes or Looking-Glaſſes The 
 Sylpbs, or Salamanders, the Gnomes or the Nymphs, 
(reply'd the Count.) It fo, Sir, (reply'd I) all 
Jour . Folks are very ill-deſigning 
People. Why ſo? (ſaid he.) Why, can any 
Thing be more knaviſh, (purſy'd I) than thoſe |}: 
double-meaning Anſwers which they gave con- 
tinually? Continually! (reply'd he.) Alas! 
not continually. That Sylphid who appear'd * 
to that Roman in Aſa, and predicted to him, 
that he ſhould one Day return thither again, 
with the Dignity of Proconſul, did ſhe ſpeak 
obſcurely ? And does not Tacitus ſay, the Thing 
came to paſs juſt as ſhe had foretold > That 
Inſcription, and thoſe famous Statues in the 
Hiſtory of Spain, who advertis d the un- 
happy King Rodriguez, that his Curiofity and 
Incontinence ſhould be puniſh'd by Men ha- 
bited and arm'd juſt as R cr themſelves were; 
and that thoſe ſable Men ſhould ſtere the King- 
dom of Spain, and reign there a long Time ; could, 
this have been plainer, and was it not made 
9 85 good 
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3 moſt learned Salamanders. For as the Salaman- 


Parts, and is attracted b 


| * I would not have you defer entering into 
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good by the Event the very ſame Tear? Did 

not the Moors come and dethrone that effemi- 

nate King? You know the Story well enough; 
ſmce 


and you are ſenſible, that the Devil, who, func 
the Reign of the Meſfas, has not the Dilpoſal 


of Empires, could not be the Author of that 
Oracle; and that it was undoubtedly ſome gr 
Cabaliſt, who had learn d it from ſome of the 


ders are mighty Lovers of Chaſtity, they wil- 
lingly impart to us the Misfortunes that are to 
betal the World for Want of that Vertu. 


But, Sir, (ſaid I to him) that ſame Hetero- 


clite Inſtrument, which they made Uſe of to 


preach their Morality, do you think it very 


chaſt, and worthy of the Cabaliſtick Modeſty ? 


Lou have a corrupt Imagination, (ſaid the Count 


ſmiling.) You don't ſee the Phyſical Reaſon why 
a Salamander naturally delights in the moſt fiery 
——, I underſtand 
(interrupted I) you need not give yourſelf the 


Trouble to explain yourſelf more at full. 


As for the Obſcurity of ſome Oracles, (pur- 
ſu'd he ſeriouſſy) which you call Knavery, is 
not Darkneſs the cuſtomary Dreſs of Truth? 


Does not God delight to hide himſelf in the ſable 


Mantle of Night? And is not the everlaſting O- 


racle, which he has left to his Children, the 


Holy Scripture, Is it not wrapt up in an ado- 
rable Obſcurity, which confounds and puzzles 


the Proud, as much as its Light guides. the Hum- 


ble? - 
If you have no other Difficulty but that, my 


| Ac- 


Four own Heart upon 
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intance with thoſe Elementary Folks. 
You'll find them a very good Sort of People, 
learned, benevolent, Fearers of God. Im of O 
mon you ſhould begin with the Salamanders; 
he oo have Mars in the Top of Heaven in your | 
Figure, which ſignifies, that there's a great deal 
of Fire in - ogg? gon * as tor Marri- 
age, I'm clearly for your taking a Sylphid, 
you'll be happier with her, has with = 
the others; tor you have Jupiter in the Point 
of your Aſcendant, and Venns looking Sextile. 
Now, Jupiter preſides over the Air, and the In- 
habitants thereof. However, you muſt conſult + 
this; for, as you'll one 
Day ſee, a Sage governs himſelf by the interior 
Stars, and the Stars of the exterior Heaven ſerve 
only to give him a more certain Knowledge of 
the Aſpects of the Stars of the interior Hea- 
ven, which is in each Creature. So that no, 
It is your Part to tell me your Inclination, that 
wee may proceed to your Alliance with ſuch of 
thoſe Elementary People as are moſt to your Li- 
king. Sir, (anſwer d I) this Affair, in my Opi- 
nion, requires a little Conſultation. I efteem you 
for that Anſwer, (ſaid he to me) laying his Hand 
on my Shoulder. Conſult maturely this Affair, 
eſpecially with him who is calld, by Way of 
Excellence, the Ange of the Great Council: 
Go, betake yourſelf to Prayer, and I'll be with 
you to Morrow at Two i th Afternnoon. 
We took Coach for Paris, and, as we rode, I 
again engag d him upon the Diſcourſe againſt 


heard ſuch excellent Arguments, nor ſuch noble 
and weighty Things ſaid, for the Exiſtence of Hi 


Atheiſts and Libertines: I never in my Life 


N • ]¶ . be babe ep 
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a God, and againſt the Blindneſs of thoſe who 
paſs their Lite without giving themſelves entire- 
ly up to a ſober and conſtant Worſhip of Him, 


to whom we owe both the Donation and Con- 


ſervation of cur Being. I was ſurpriz d at the 
Character of this Man; and I could not com- 
prehend how twas poſſible for him to be at once 


- fo wiſe and fo weak; ſo admirable and fo ridi- 
culous. x | | | 


DISCOURSE IV. 


S 1 A Y' D within for the Count d 
I GABAL1S, according to Agree- 
ment. He came at the appointed 
Hour, and accoſting me with 2 
ſmiling Air; Well, Son, (ſays he) 
which he inviſible Species does God give yu] 
_ moſt Inclination to? Would you rather have a 
| Salamandgs, or a Gnome, a Nymph, or a Sylphid ? I 
am not, 4s yet, fully determined, Sir, (replies I. 
Why, where ſticks it? (fays he.) To be frank 
with you, Sir, (anfwer d I) I can't conquer my 
Conceit, which ſtill repreſents thoſe pretended 
Inhabitants of the Air, as ſo many Limbs & 
the Devil. O Lord! (exclaims he aloud) Diſſi- 
pate, © God of Light, the Darkneſs which 
Ignorance and a perverſe Education have 
fpread upon the Mind of this Ele, whom thou, 
O God, haſt intimated to me to be deſtinated 
for great Things! And you, my Child, ſhnt 
not the Door againſt the Truth, which is wil- 
ling to enter m unto thee. Be docil. But no, 
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I diſpenſe with you from being ſo; for it is 
mjuricus to Truth, to have a Harbinger, She 
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ſolid Proof is there that he has done it? 


And have they not been treated as Men? What 
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can break thro Gates of Iron, and enter where 
ſhe pleaſes; maugre all the Reſiſtance of Falſe- 
ſhood. What can you have to oppoſe to her? 
Was not God able to create thoſe Subſtances in 
the Elements, juſt as I have deſcribd them? 
I have not examin d, (ſaid I to hum) whether 
the Thing it ſelf be impoiſible; whether one 


- fole Element can furniſh Blood, Fleſh, and 
Bones; whether there can be a Temperature 


without Mixture, and Action without Contra- 
riety : But ſuppoſing God is able to do it, what 


You ſhall be convinced (ſaid he) this Mo- 
ment, withaut any more ado. I will call hi- 
ther the Sylphs of Cardanus , you ſhall, from 
their own Mouth, hear what they are, and 
what I have told you of 'em. By no Means, 
good Sir, (cry'4 I haſtily) I beg you would let 


it alone, till ſuch Time as I'm perſwaded thole 


People are not God's Enemies ; for I would 
ſooner die, than do ſuch Wrong to my Con- 
ſcience, as 


Behold the ignorant and falſe Piety of theſe 


unhappy Times ! (interrupts the Count angrily.) 
| PPY rrup 1 5 fo 


Why then are not the greateſt of the Auch 
rets expung d the Calendar of Saints? Why 


are not their Statues burnt? Tis a thouwan 


Pities they do not inſult their venerable Aſhes! 


and throw em to the Wind, as they would do 


by the Remains of ſuch Wretches as are accus d 


of converſing with the Devil. Did ever any 


Body take it in their Head to Exerciſe Sylphs ? 


have you to ſay to that, Sir Scrupulors ; You. : 
and all your miſerable Teachers >? The Sylpb 
who diſcours d concerning his Nature to that 

H 2 Patri- 
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Patriarch, was he, think ye, a Limb of the 
Devil? Was it with an Imp, that incomparable 
Man conferr d about the Goſpel? And will you | 
accuſe him of prophaning the adorable Myſte- 
ries, by entertaming himſelf with a Phantom, 
an Enemy of God? Athanaſius and Ferom, nwſt | 
then be moſt unworthy of the great Name they 
have among the Learned, for writing with ſo | 
much Eloquence, the Elogium of a Man wo 
treated the Devils ſo humanly. If they had 
taken that Sylph for a Devil, they would eithe 
have conceal'd the Thing, or left out that 
ching in the Spirit, or that pathetick Apo 
ſtrophe made to the City of Alexandi ia by an 
Arc horet, more believing and zealous than you 
are: And if they took him for 2 Creature that 
had (as he = an 3 the * 
demption, as well as we; and if they thcught 
this Apparition an extraordinary Fayour done 
by God to the Saint whoſe Life they writ; do 
you do well to pretend to be more learned than 
Athanaſius and Ferom, and more holy than the 
divine Antony? What would you have fail 
to that admirable Man, had you been one cf 
the ten thouſand Hermits to whom he recoint- 
ed the Converſation he had juſt been holding 
with a. Sylph? Yon, wiſer, and more ſharp 
fighted than any cf thoſe earthly Angels, wonld 
undoubtedly have remonſtrated to the holy 
| Abbot, that the whole Thing was but mere 
Hinfion ; and you weuld have diſſwaded his 
_ Diſciple Athanaſius, from communicating to the 
World a Story fo little conſonant to Religion, 
Philoſophy, and common Senfe ; won'd you 
om” y 


for they knew no more; and even tho 


they were of Us) they would not have raſhly 


thro the Will of the Fleſh, not thro' the Will 
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It is true, (ſaid I to him) I ſhould have been 
of the Mind either to have ſaid nothing at all 
of it, or to have ſaid more of it. Athanaſius and 
Ferom (reply'd he) could not ſay more of it; 


had known all, (which could not be, unleſs 


devulg d the Secrets of Sagery. 
But why (ſaid I) did not that Sylpbh propoſe 


to St. Antony, what you propoſe now to me? 


What, the Marriage? (replies the Count, ſmil- 
ling.) That had been a p Thing indeed! 
*Tis likely the good Man would not have come 
into't, (ſaid I.) No, certainly, (anſwer'd the 
Count) for it would have been tempting God to 
have marry d at that Age, and have atkd Chil 
dren of Him. How! (retorts I) do People mar- 
ry thoſe Sylphs to have Children by em? Why 
not, (ſaid he) is Marriage ever permitted for any 
other End? I was not aware (anſwer'd I) that 
there was any Thing of Increaſe and Multiply in 


the Caſe; I only thought that the whole of 


the Thing was to immortalize the Sylphids. 

Alas! youre deceivd, (purſu'd he) the Cha- 
rity of Philoſophers cauſes them to propoſe to 
themſelves as the 8 of the Sylpbids - 
But Nature cauſes them to deſire to ſee the Syl- 
phids fruitful. Whenever you have a Mind 
tot, you ſhall ſee in the Air, thoſe Philoſophic 
Families. Well were it for the World, if 
there had been no other Families, and if there 


had been no Children of Sin. What is't you 


call Children of Sin, Sir? (reply d I.) 
Theſe are (continu d he) all ſuch Children as 
are born the common Way; Children conceiv d 


r 
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of God; Children of Wrath and Malediction; 
in ſhort, Children of Man and Woman. Ioõũ u 
Jong to be breaking in upon me; I fee what 
you would be ſaying. Yes, Child, know that 

*twas never the Will of the Lord, that Man 
and Woman ſhould have Children as they have. 
The Deſign cf the moſt wiſe Operator was much 
nobler; he would have had the World peopled in 
different Manner from what we ſee it. If that 
Wretch Adam had not egregiouſly diſobey d the 
Commands God gave him, not to touch Ere,; 
but had co himſelf with all the other 


Fruits cf the Garden of Pleaſure, with the 3 


Beanties of the Nymphs and Sylphids, the World 
had not had the Shame to ſee itſelf fill'd with 4. 
Men ſo imperfect that they cannot be look d 


the Children of the Philoſophers. l 
So then, you believe, (ſaid I) that Adams 
Crime was not that of cating an Apple? Why, 
Son, (reply'd he) are you one of thoſe who are 
10 1 as to take the Story of the Apple 
literally? Alas! alas! for you! Know that the 
holy Language makes Uſe of thoſe innocent 
Metaphors, to prevent our having corrupt Ideas 
of an Action which has caus d all the Miſeries 
of Mankind. Thus, when Solomon ſaid, I will 
climb up the Palm- Tree, and gather the Fruit 
thereof; he had quite another ſort of Appe- 
tite upon him, than to be eating of Dates. 
This Language, conſecrated by the Angels, 
and in which they chaunt forth Hymns to 
the living God, has no Term to expreſs the 
Meaning of thoſe figurative Words, Apple or 
Date. But a Sage eaſily unriddles thoſe chaſte 


Typifyings. When he ſees that the Palate and 
BS ENED 1" Mouth | 


1 2s any Thing but Monſters, compar d to }F 
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Mouth of Eve are not puniſh'd, and that ſhe 
hings forth with Pain, he knows it is not the 
Palate that offended : And diſcovering from 
the Care the firſt Sinners took to hide certain 
Parts of their Body with Leaves ; diſcovering 
(J ſay) what that firſt Sin conſiſted in, he 
draws this Conucluſion; namely, that God 
was not pleas d that Men ſhould multiply in 
that vile Way. O Adam! thou oughteſt not 
to have begot any Thing but what was like 
unto thy ſelf, or to have begot none but He- 


What Expedient e (interrupted LT) 0 
either of thoſe marvellous Generations? Obey- 
ing God, (reply'd he) touching none but the 


| Nymphs, the Gnomes, the Sylphids, or the Sala- 


3 manders. Thus had he ſeen an Offspring of He- 
| Toes, and the Univerſe had been peopled with 
wonderful Men of ſuperior Strength and Wiſdom. 
| God has been pleas d to give us an Inkling of 
| 3 2 ge _ a World, 
and the guilty World we live in, nitting 
3 us from Time to Time to ſee fv of the Chil: 
dren born in the Manner he had projected 
Why, Sir, (ſaid I) has any Body ever ſeen thoſe 
Children of the Elements ? If fo, a certain 
Doctor of the Sorbonne, who to'ther Day 


9 


cited to me St. Auſtin, St. Ferom, and Gregory f 


FT MNazianzey, is under a mighty Miſtake, in be- 


lieving, that no Fruit can grow. from thoſe 
Dn mace Fg ws 
the Converſe of Men with certain Demons, by 
r 
_  Laftantius has reaſon d better, (replyd the 
Count) and the ſolid Thomas „ . . 
edly; refoly'd that ſuch, Intunacies may not 


only 
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only be fruitful, but that the Children born 
thereof, are of a much more generous and he- 
roick Nature. You may at your Leiſure read 
the high Atchievements of thoſe mighty Men 
who Moſes ſays were born in that Manner: 
We have the Hiſtories of em by us in the Book 


of the Wars of the Lord, cited in the 23d Chapt. 


of Numbers Mean While, judge what the 
World would be, if all thoſe Inhabitants were 
like, for Example, Zoroaſtres. 

What, Zoroaſtres, the Inventor of Necroman- 
| 4. (ſaid I.) The ſame (cry'd he) of whom 
Ignorant have written that Calumny. He 
had the Honour to be the Son of the Salamander 


Oromaſis, and of Veſta, Noab's Wife. He liv d twelve 
hundred Years the Sageſt Monarch in the World, 

and then was carry d away by his Father Oro- F 
_ maſis, into the Region of Salamanders. I make 

no Doubt, (cryd I) but that Zoroaſtres is with } - 
the Salamander Oromaſis, in the Region of Fire: 
But I would not, methinks, have put that Al. 


front upon Noab, as you have done. 


The Affront is not ſo great as you think for, 
(reply d the Count) all your Patriarchs held ijt 
a great Honour to be the reputed Fathers of thoſe 
Children whom the Sons of God were pleas d to 
get upon the Bodies of their Wives; but as yet, 
this is too ſtrong Meat for you. Let's return 
to Oromaſs He was belovd by Vefta, Noah's | 


Wife. This Veſta dying, became the Tutelary 


Genius of Rome; and the ſacred Fire which ſhe 


enjoind the Virgins to preferve with ſo much 
Care, was in Honour of the Salamander her Lover. 


Beſides Zoroaſtres, there ſprang from their Loves, 
aà Daughter, of exquiſite Beauty, and infinite 
Wiſdom, the divine Ægeria; from whom, N. 
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ma Pompilius receivd all his Laws. She oblig d 
Nama, whom ſhe lovd, to build a Temple to 
Veſta her Mother, where ſhould be kept the ſa- 
cred Fire, in Honcur of her Father Cremafis. 

This is the Truth of the Fable which tlie 


poets and the Roman Hiſtorians have related con- 


cerning that Nymph Ageria. illiam Foſiel, 
the moit ignorant ot all thoſe who have ſtuuy d 
the Cabala in the ordinary Books, had the Senſe 
do perceive, that Veſta was Nozbs Wife; but 
| then he knew not that geria was Veſta s 
Daughter; and not having read the ſecret Books 
of the ancient Cabala, a Copy of which the 
Prince of Miranda gave ſuch an immenſe Sum 
for, he confounded Things, and only believ'd 
that Ageria was the good Genius of Neab's Wife. 


In thoſe Books we are taught, that Ageria was 


conceiv'd upon the Waters, when Acab was 


5 ſwimming upon the avenging Waves that over- 


3 flowd the Univerſe: The Women were then 
reducd to that ſmall Number, and eſcapd 
into that Cabaliftick Ark, built by that ſecond 
Father of Mankind: That great Man groaning 
to ſee how terribly the Lord chaſtis d the Crimes 
caus d by Adam's Love of Exe; ſeeing that Adam 
had ruind his Poſterity by preferring Etre to the 
Dauzhters of the Elements, and in taking her 
from the Salamanders, or Sylybs, who would have 
ind her Affection; Neab, (I ſay) grown Wiſe 
y the fad Example of Adam, conſented that his 

Wife Veſta ſhould yield her ſelf to the Salzman- 
der Oromaſis, Prince cf the fiery Subſtances : And 
perſwaded his three Sons likewiſe, to ſurrender 
their three Wives to Princes of the three other Ele- 
ments. The Univerſe was in a ſhort Time re- peo- 
Pld with Heroick Men, ſo knowing, ſo — 
„ | Q 


intelligible. You believe, for Example, that 
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fo admirable, that their Poſterity, dazl'd vi 
their Virtues, has taken them for Deities. Op 
(f Noah's Sons, rebellious to his Father's Cay 
fel, could not withſtand the Charms of his M 
any more than Adam could thoſe of Eve: N 
in like Manner as Adam's Sin blacken'd th 
Souls of all his Deſcendants, ſo the Want g 
Complaiſance in Ham for the Sylphs, put a Bly 
pon all his fable Poſterity. Hence comes th 
horrible Complexion of the Ætbiopians, and d 
all thoſe hideous Nations who are commande 
to dwell under the Torrid Zone, in Puniſnmen 
of their Father's profane Ardor. 
Theſe are very uncommon Obſervations, & 
(ſaid I, wondering at the Man's Extravagane) 
and your Cabala is of marvellous Uſe for cles 
ing np the Things of Antiquity. It is ſo, ( 
ply'd he, gravely) and, without it, Scriptun 
Hiſtory, Fable, and Nature, are obſcure and u.. 


the Injury Hum did his Father, was juſt fo a 
tis deſcrib'd in the Bible; when 'twas qu 

another Thing. Neah, going out of the Ark, 
and obſerving that his Wife Fefta's Charms wer 
wonderfully improv'd by her Intimacies with 

her Lover Oromaſis, became paſſionately in Love 

with her again. Ham fearing, leſt his Father 

ſhould again people the Earth with Children a2 
black as his ÆZʒthiopians, took his Opportunity 
one Day when the old Gentleman was full of 
Wine, and unmercifully guelt him. You laugh? 
I laugh at Hum's indifcreet Zeal, (ſaid I.) 
Rather (cry'd he) admire the Civility of the 
Salamander Orcmafis, whoſe Jealouſy did not 
overcome his Pity for his Rival's Misfortune 
He taught his Son Zoroaftres, (otherwiſe calld 
5 Jyuybet) 
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Faphet) the Name of the Almighty God, ex- 
preiſive ot his eternal Fecundity : Faphet pro- 
nounc d (tix Times alternately, with his Brother 
walking backwards toward that Patriarch) 
the tremendous Name 7ABA MIA; and to 
reſtor d the old Man to his former Condition. 
The Miſ-underſtanding of this Story, was the 
Occaſion of the Greeks ſaying, that the oldeſt of 
the Gods was guelt by one ot his Sons; but the 
Truth of the Matter was what I tell you. From 
hence you may ſee, how much more human the 
Morals of the Salamanders are than ours, and even 


louſy of theſe laſt is cruel, as the divine Paracelſus 


lets us know, in an Adventure he gives an Account 


of, and to which the whole Town of Stauffem- 


berg were Eye-witnelles. A certain Philoſopher, 


with whom a Nymph was engag'd in an Intrigue 


of Immortality, was fo ditioyal as to love a 


Woman: As he ſat at Dinner, with his ne Pa- 


ramour and {ome Friends, there appear d in the 


Air the faireſt, moſt lilly-white Thigh in the 
World; (the inviſible Sweet-heart did that, to 
let her Traitor's Friends fee how much he uus 
to blame in preterring a Woman to her.) After 


this, the Mynpb, incens d, kill'd him uponthe Spot. 


Ah! Sir, (cry d I) this is enough to put me 


cut of Conceit with ſuch delicate Miſtreſſes. I 


confeſs, (ſaid he) their Delicacy is ſomewhat 
violent. But if there has been Examples of 
exaſperated Women murdering their perjur d 


Lovers, we mult not wonder that thoſe beaute- 


more than that of theSylphs or mph, for the ſea- 5 


1 


ous, thoſe conſtant Miſtreſſes were ſpeaking of, 


| ſhould be ſo enrag d, when Men play em falſe; 
the more, becauſe they require nothing from 


taem but to abſtain from Women, whoſe Imper: 


I 2 fections 
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fections they cannot bear, and becauſe they gin 
us Leave to love as many among themſelves a 
we plealc. I hey preier the Intereſt and Im. 
mortality of their Companions to their own 
private Sataisfa_icn and are very glad to fe 
the Sages beſtow on their Republick as many 
immortal Children as they can. 
But Sir, (reply d I) how comes it there ar 
fo te Examples of what you tell me? Them 
are a great many; (continu he) but they ar 
not attended to, or credited, or, in ſhort, well F 
explaind, for want of knowing our Principle, 
Pee ple attribute to the Devil what ought to be 
aſcribd to the Elementary People. A little 


Gnome gets into the good Graces of a celeb. | 


ted Magdalen de la Croix, Abbeſs of a Nunnery 
at Corduba in Spain; the makes him happy at 
twelve Years ct Age; and they continue their 


Familiarity the ſpace of thirty Years. An i; 


norant Confeſſor comes, and perſwades Magda 
that her Lover is an Imp of Hell, and oblizes hen 
to aſæ Abſolution of Pope Faul the Third. Yet, 
all this While, tis impoſſible it ſhou'd be a De. 
vil; for 'twas notoriouſſy known all Europe over, 
and Caſfodoi us Renius was fo kind as to tranſ. 


mit down to Poſterity the Miracles that were 


every Day wronght in Favour of the Holy Maid, 
which certainly would not have been, if her 
Commerce with the Gnome had been fo Diabe- J 
hcal as the Reverend Father - Confeſſor fan- 
cy d. This ſame Doctor, (if Im not miſtaken) 
wes ſo hardy as to pronounce, that the Sylph, ' 
which us'd to immortalize himſelf with young 
Ge. t nde, of the Nunnery of Nazarcth .1n Cologn, | 
was ſome Devil. And fo he was, no Doubt, 
(cry d I.) Ah! Son, (purſu'd the Count, — 
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ling) If that were ſo, the Devil had no ill Time 
on t, to be able to carry on an Intrigue with a 
Girl of five and twenty, and write her ſuch Love- 
Letters as were found in her Screwtore. 

Aſſure your ſelf, my Child, that the Devil, 
in the Region of Death, has other-gueſs ſort of 
Employments, more conformable to the Hatred 
which the God of Purity bears to him : But 
thus it is that People voluntarily ſhut their 
Eyes. We find, for Inſtance, in Titus Livius, 
that Romulus was the Son of Mars; the Free- 
Thinkers ſay, tis a Fable; the Divines, that he 
was Son to an Incubus-Devil; the Waggs, that 
Madamoiſelle Sylvia had loſt her Gloves, and 


to cover the Shame of it, ſaid, a God had ſtoln 


quainted 


dem from her. Now We, who are ac 
with Nature, and who are call'd by God out of 


Darkneſs to Light, We know, that that pretend- 
, ed Mars was a Salamander, who, being ſmitten 


with young Sylvia, made her the Mother of the 
2 Romulus, that Heroe, who, after having 


founded his ſuperb City, was _ d away 


by his Father in a fiery Chariot, in like Man- 


ner as Zoroaſtres was by Oromaſis. 


Another Salamander was Father to Servins 
Tullius: Livy ſays, twas the God of Fire, de- 
ceivd by the Reſemblance: And the Ignorant 
have pals d the ſame Judgment upon him as on 
the Father of Romulus. The Renowned Hercu- 
les, and the Invincible Alexander, were Sons of 


the mightieſt among the Sylpbs - The Hiſtorians, 


not knowing ſo much, have ſaid, that Fupiter 
was their Father : They ſaid true; for, as you've 
already heard, thoſe Sylphs, Nympbs, and Sala- 

manders, being ſet up for Deities, the Hiſtorians, 
* . bring 
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believing them ſuch, call'd all who were bom 
of em, Children of God. 

Such was the divine Plato, the more divine 
Apollonius Thanaus, Hercules, Achilles, Sarpeden, 
wp Eneas, and the celebrated Melchiſedeck; 
or do you know who was Melchiſedeck's Father} 
No really, (ſaid I) for St. Paul did not know it. 
He did not record it, you mean ; (replies the 
Count) for he was not permitted to reveal the 
Cabaliſtick Myſteries ; he knew well enough. 
that Melchiſedeck's Father was a Sylph, and that 
that King of Salem was conceivd in the Ark 
by the Wife of Shem : That Pontiff 's Manner of 
Sacrificing, was the ſame that his Couſin Ægeri 


taught King Numa, as well as the Adorationof 


a ſupream Deity, without Image or Statue; for 
which Reaſon, the Romans, turning Idolaten 
ſome Time afterwards, burnt the Holy Books of 
Numa, which had been dictated by Ægeria. The 


firſt God which the Romans had, was the true Þ 


God; their Sacrifice, a true Sacrifice; they 
offer d up Bread and Wine to the ſovereign Ru- 
ler of the World: But all this was afterwards 
perverted. However, God, in Acknowledg 
ment of this firſt Worſhip, gave to that City, 
which had own'd his Supremacy, the Empire of 
the World. The ſame Sacrifice which Melchiſe- 


deck | 


Sir, (interrupted U pray let us drop Melchiſe- 
deck, the Sylyb that begot him, his Couſin Age 
ria, and the Sacrifice of Bread and Wine. Theſe 
Proofs ſeem to me to be ſomewhat remote; 
and you'll oblige me mightily, if you'd tell me 
ſome freſher News; for I have heard a certain 
Doctor ſay, upon being aſk'd what was become 
ef the Companions of that ſort of Satyr, which 
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appear'd to St. Anthony, and which you have 
call'd Sylpb ; I 25 I have heard that Doctor 
affirm, that that fort of Gentry was quite ex- 
tinct. So that the Elementary People may be 

iſh'd ; ſince you own em Mortal, and we 
Los no Tidings of 'em. 3 

I beſeech God, (reply d the Count, ſomewhat 


diſturbd) I beſeech the God who knows all 
* Things, that he wou d be pleas d not to know 


that Ignoramus, who fo ſottiſhly decides what 
he's ignorant of ! God * — him, and all 
like him! Where has he learn'd that the Ele- 


ments are Deſarts, and that all thoſe wonder- 


ful Nations are annihilated. If he would take 


the Pains to read Hiſtory a little, and forbear 


aſcribing to the Devil, as the good Women do, 
every Thing that ſurpaſſes the chimerical Theo- 
ry which he has fram'd to himſelf, of Nature; 


he woud find in all Ages, and in all Places, 
Proofs of that which I have advanc d. = 


What wou'd your Doctor ſay to that anthen- 


tick Account of what lately happen d in Spain? 


A fair Sylpbid was fall n in Love with by a Spani- 


ard, livd three Years with him, had three fine 


Boys by him, and then dyd. Will it be ſaid 
this was a Devil? A ſpecial Anſwer, that! ac- 


_ cording to what Phyſicks can the Devil orga- 
nize to himſelf a Woman's Body, conceive, 


bring forth, give Suck? What Proof is there in 


Scripture ef that Romantick Power which the 


Theologians are forc d, on this Occaſion, to veſt 
the Devil with? And what probable Reaſon can 


their feeble Philoſophy furniſh them with ? The 


Jeſuit Del: io, an honeſt, well-meaning Fellow, re- 
counts many of theſe Adventures his ſimple Way; 

and, without plaguing himſelf with Phyfical yo 
0 ons, 


_ "x. 


the poor in Spirit. Learn to be poor in Spirit, 
Night which environs Truth. Learn of the 


wiſe, youll be _ of Blaſphemy, with- 
the Honour of the moſt miraculous Works of 


the divine Apollonius Thanens was conceiv d with- 
| out the Operation of any Man; and that a Sal- 
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ſons, brings himſelf off by ſaying, that thoſe 


Sylphids were Demons So true is it, that your 
greateſt Doctors do many Times know no more of 
the Matter than the filly Women! So true is it; 
that God loves to retire into his clouded Throne 
and, thickening the Darkneſs that encompaſſe 
his moſt awful Majeſty, he inhabits an inaccef: 
ſible Light, and lets none into his Truths, bit 


my Son, if you wou'd penetrate that ſacred 


Sages to allow to the Devils no Power in Nature, 
fince the fatal Stone has ſhut 'em up in the 
Depth of the Abyſs. Learn of the Philoſopher, | 
always to look for natural Cauſes in all er 
traordinary Events; and when ſuch naturnl 
Cauſes are wanting, recur to God, and to hs 
holy Angels, and never to the evil N who 
no longer can any Thing but ſu fer; other 


* 
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thinking on t, will aſcribe to the Devil 


Nature. = Tb f 
When, for Inſtance, you ſhou d be told, that 


Fo e 


mander of Quality came down to immortalize 
himſelf with his Mother; you wou'd fay, that 


that Salamander was a Demon; and you'd honout }- 
the Devil with the Birth of one of the greateſt | 


Men that ever ſprung from our Philoſophick 


Marriages. RS. 
But Sir, (interrupted I) this ſame Apollonius is, 
among us, reputed a great Wizzard; and thats 
the beſt that's ſaid of him. Behold, (reply d the 
Count) one of the moſt wenderful Effects of Ig- 
norance 
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hall 

A2 Nurſe ee againſt us. _— let the 

I gnorant periſh in their Ignorance ; but do 

3 — Son, avoid the Shipwreck. at 
When you ſhall read, that the celebrated Mer- 


, 5 
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norance and bad Education! Becauſe People 
have heard their Nurſes tell ſtrange Stories about 
Witches, therefore every Thing extraordinary, 
muſt have the Devil for its Author. The great- 
eſt Doctors may talk their Hearts out, they 
ſhall not be behev'd, unleſs they talk like the 
Nurſes. Apollonius is not begot by Man; he un- 


; Jerftan Language of Birds: He is ſeen at 


the ſame Inſtant of Time in different Places: 
He vaniſhes from the Preſence of the Emperor 
Domitian, who was going to miſ-uſe him: He 


F raiſes to Life a Girl by Vertue of Onomancy : 


He ſays in a publick Aſſembly at Epbeſus, that at 
that very Moment they were killing a Tyrant 
at Rome. A Queſtion riſes concerning this Man: 


The Nurſe ſays he's a Sorcerer; St. Ferom, and 


St. Juſtin the Martyr, ſay, he's only a great 
Philoſopher. Ferom, Fuſtin, and we Cabaliſts, 
be Mad-men; and a little beggarly Sow of 


lin was, without the Operation of any Man, 
brought forth by a Nun, Daughter to the King 
of Great Britain ; and that he fotetold Things 
to come more clearly than a Tyrefias, do not 


ſay with the Mob, that he was Son to an Incu- 


bus-Devil, becauſe there never were any ſuch ; 


or that he prophecy by the Help of the De- 
moon's, — 


e, according to the Cabala, a Demon 
is the moſt ignorant of all Creatures. Say with 
the Sages, that the Engliſh Princeſs was conſołd 


in her Retirement by a Sylph, who took Pity on 


her, that he was induſtrious to divert her, that 
he knew how to pleaſe her, and that —_— 
on hn l . theie 
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their Son, was brought up by the Sylpbs in all 
ſorts ot Learning, and learn d from him to per. 
form all the Miracles which the Hiſtory of ER 
1 bs ah 4 
Do not any longer caſt an Aſperſion upon the 
Counts of C 3 of aying, that the Devil was | 
their Father; and have a bettter Opinion of 
the Hieb, who the Hiſtory ſays, came to Cem 
on Board a miraculous Ship, tow'd by a Sway, 
chain d thereto by a Silver Chain. This Syn, 
after having ſeveral Children by the Heirem 
of Cleves, did one Day, at high Noon, in Sight b 
of every Body, re-embark on his aerial Shin 
What has he done to your Doctors, that ſhould 
oblige them to make a Devil of him? But will 
you have no Regard to the Honour of the Houſe 

of Luſignan ? And will you give to your Counts | 
of Poitiers, a r What will 
Fou ſay of their celebrated Mother? I 


S. 


e A 


FL M4 2 | 
Sir, (interrupted I) that you were going to tell 1 
the Tale of Meluſna. Ah! (eplyd he) if y 
deny the Story of Meluſna, I have done; but 
then we muſt burn the Books of the great Para 
celſus, who, in five or ſix different Places, aver, 
that there's nothing ſo ſure as that this ſame Melw- | 
na was a Nymph ; and we muſt give the Lie to | 
your Hiſtorians, who ſay, that ſince her Death, | 
or rather ſince ſhe diſappear to the Eyes of her 
Huſband, ſhe has never faild (as often as her + 
Deſcendants were threaten'd with fome Mit 
chance, or that ſome King of France was to die | 
in an extraordinary Manner) to appear in Mourn- | 
ing upon the grand Turret of the Chateau de Lu- 
fignan, which ſhe had caus d to be built. Toul 
bring upon your Back all thoſe who deſcend 
from that Nymph, or who are related to her Fa- 


mily, 


2 
1 
| 
3 
1 
1 
Z 
1 

| 

| 
Fl 


that 
_ fay what they ſay, for fear, like them, you ſay 
a very filthy and undecent Thing. What an 
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mily, if you perſiſt in it, that it was anEvil- 
Spirit. 


Do you think, Sir, (ſaid I) that thoſe Lords 


| gud chuſe to fetch their Origin fromSylphs? Yes, 


mdoubtedly, (reply d he) it they were made ac- 
quainted with what I teach you ; and they 


wou d hold ſuch an uncommon e 


Honour. If they had any of the Cabali 


 - Light, they wou d know that that ſort of Gene- 


ration being more conformable to the Method, 


zn which God at firſt intended the World thou'd 


multiply, the Ofspring of ſuch Marriages are 
more fortunate, more valiant, more wiſe, more 
renowned, and more bleſt of God. Is it not 
more glorious for thoſe illuſtrious Men to be de- 
nvd from thoſe Creatures fo perfe&, ſo ſage, 
and fo p 1, than from ſome filthy Elf, or 


ſome infamous Afmodeus ? 


Sir, (faid I to him) our Theologiſts are far 


' fom ſaying, that the Devil is the Father of all 


thoſe Men who come into the World no- 
body knows how. They own that the Devil is 
2 Spirit, and fo cannot ingender. Gregory of 
Nazianzen (reply d the Count) does not {ay fo; 


por he holds, that the Demons — among 
of his Opi- 


_— - 1 8 We * not 
nion, (reply d I) but it happens (fay our Doctors) 
Ah! (interrupts the Count) do not 


abominable Evaſion have they chopt upon ? It 
s amazing how unanimouſly they embraced that 


| odious Notion, and what Pleaſure they took in 


planting an, any 6 and Familiars in Ambul- 
cade, to way-lay the idle Brutality of the Her- 


mts, and fo to haſten into the World thoſe mi- 


V 


Ho cou d they deny manifeſt Truths? Put your 
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raculous Men, whoſe illuſtrious Memory they 
tarniſh by ſuch a ſcoundrel Origin. Do they | 
call this Philoſophizing ? Is it worthy of God, | 
to ſay He has ſuch Complaiſance for the Devils, | 
as to countenance ſuch Abominations; to grant 
them the Favour of Fecundity, which he has 
refus d to great Saints; and to reward ſuch Ob- 
ſcenities, by creating for thoſe Embrio s of Ini. 
quity, more heroick Souls, than for thoſe wo 
were form d in the Chaſtity of a lawful Wed. 
leck ? Is it worthy of Religion to ſay, as yo 
Doctors do, that the Devil can, by that dete ! 
ſtable Artifice, impregnate a Virgin during her 1 
Sleep, without hurting her Viginity ? which is | 
as abſurd as the Story, which Thomas Aquinas 
(in other Reſpects, a very ſolid Author, and 
{kiIVd a little in the Cabala) forgets himſelf ſo | 
far, as to relate in his ſixth Quadlibet, concer- | 
ning a Wench that lay with her Father, to 
whom he makes the ſame Thing happen, which |} * 
ſome Heretick Rabbins ſay, befel the Daughter of 
Jeremiah; who, according to them, conceivd | 
of the great Cabaliſt Benſyra, in entering the 
Bath after the A yo I cou'd ſwear, that this 
Stuff was invented by fome— —<. {| 
It I durſt, Sir, break in upon your Declama- 
tion, (ſaid Ito him) I wou'd (to appeaſe you) | 
own, that it were to be wiſh'd our Doctors had } 
hit upon ſome Solution that had been leſs offen- 
ſive to ſuch pure Ears as yours; or elſe they 4 - 
mizht peremptorily have favs the Facts upon 
which the Queſtion is founded. * 
A rare Expedient, truly, (reply'd the Count.) 


mm 


ſelf in the Place of a Theologiſt, in his Furt 


Gown, and ſuppoſe the happ 


6 
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Danhbuzerus co- 
ming to you, as to the Oracle of his Religion. — — 
Here a Foot- man came, and told me, that a 
certain young Lord was come to ſee me. I will 


not be ſeen by him, (ſaid the Count.) I aſk 


Pardon, Sir, (ſaid I) you may well imagin 
that Lord's Name, that I cannot cauſe my 
ſelf to be deny d; therefore give your ſelf the 
Trouble to go into that Cloſet. "Tis not worth 


While, (ſaid he) I'll make my ſelf invi- 


fible. Ah! Sir, (cry'd I) let's have no 


I beſeech ye; I dont love ſuch Jeſting. O Ig- 


norance! (ſaid the Count, laughing and ſhrug- 
ging up his Shoulders) Not to know that to be- 


- come inviſible, there needs no more than to place 


before one the revers'd Side of Light ! He went 


into my Cloſet; and the young Lord, almoſt at 


the ſame Time, came into my Chamber. I 


now aſk that Lord's Pardon for not ſpeaking 
to him of my Adventure. x 


6—B 
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DISCOURSE V. 


D H E young Noble-man, after 


me Moments, took his Leave: 
I waited on him down; and 
EMS FEOW: 9 to my 

Re Chamber, I found there the 


ſand Pities, (ſaid he to me) that that noble Per- 
fon, who has juft now left you, 
be ef the Number of the 7 1 ** of the Sanbe- 
drim of the new Law; ge otherwiſe, he'd make 


a rare Member of the holy ",- * "ih His Mind 


1s profound, clear, vaſt, ſublime, and bold; I 
caſt a Figure for dim i Geomancy, while you 
were ang Fare + Ie. tis: I never in my 
Life ſaw any ly pointed, and 
more — Air 2- A _— 
Mother, what — ſhe gives him. 
This + Danghter will procure him the Purple; 
a2 Curſe on them, and Fortune too, for Geporving 
Us of fuch an Aſſociate ; one that might po 


bly ont-ſtrip ever. Y ov. "But whereabouts were 
we when he came in? 


＋— — K —— ._. 


7 Terms of Geomarcy. 


muſt one Day 


it: See this - 


= Count de GAA 16 Tea thes | 


is reforted to, from all Parts of the Earth, by 


| heir Refootis 
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You were ſpeaking (ſaid I) of a Saint, whom 
I never met with in the Nm Kalendar, I 


think you calld him Danhbuzens : Oh! I 2. 
member (reply d he) I was bidding you put your 


_ elf in the Place of one of your Doctors, and 


ſuppole the bleſſed Danbuzerns coming to to open 
his Conſcience to you, — 


1 
x, The Fame of your A has 


A'ymphs, how phe A r ae the 


handſome, very learned, and very wort 
— R — rc 
they lead the charminzeſt Lite in the 
Was. N aur wor any” by thoſe 
they love; they w Living GoD; they 
_ 2 oh they expect Immortality. 1 
upon this Mountain; the 


Regen 2 with my Perſon; the 


herſelf viſible, ſhews me her delicious 


Court. The Sages, perceiving ſhe lov'd me, pay 
to me, almoſt as if I was their 

they exhort me to give way to the 
and Charms of the Nymph : She tells me 


much ſhe ſuffers, omits nothing that cou d 


Prince; 
9 


. move me, and, in ſhort, declares that ſhe ſhall 


F: 1 bey 


ieren and, thar if 1 


love her, ſhe will be beholden to me for her 


The * of thoſe Lear - 
ned Men convincd my Mind, as the Attractives 
of the Aympb won my Heart: I love her, have 
| very hopeal Children by her, — 
0 
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of my Felicity I am ſometimes troubled, 
calling to Mind, that tis what the Romiſb 

does not, perhaps, altogether approve of. I am 
come, Sir, to adviſe with You, concerni 
Nature of this ſame Nymph, thoſe Sages, thoſe 
Children; as likewiſe upon what Foot I may 
ſtand, in Point of Conſcience. Well, Mr. Do- 


Deference to your Lordſhip's Quality, You are, 
ry Lord, ſomewhat crack d in the Crown; or 
elle you are under an Incantation ; your Chil- 
dren and your Miſtreſs, are Imps of the Devil; 
yo : * Fools, and your Conſcience 
58 


With ſuch an Anſwer, my Son, you might ! 


ſet up for a Doctor; but you wou'd not deſerve 
to be admitted among us (reply'd the Count, 


with a profound Sigh.) Such is the barbarous 


Diſpoſition of all your modern Doctors. A poor 
Sylypb can no ſooner ſhew his Head, but he's pre- 
ſently taken for a Familiar of Hell: A Nympb 
cannot labour to become Immortal, without be- 


ming reckon d an unclean Phantom; and a Sala- 


mander dares not a for fear of being taken 
for the Devil binteir; e f 

which he is compos d of, for the infernal Fire 
which conftantly attends him. To diſpel theſe 
injurious Suſpicions, tis to no Purpoſe for them 


ctor, what Anſwer wou d you make to my Lord 
I woud ſay to him (reply'd I) with all due 


and the pure Flames 


4 N 
— Fh . 4 F 


to make the Sign of the Croſs when they ſhew 


themſelves ; in vain they bend the Knee at di- 
vine Names, and ev 11 pronounce them with Re- 
verence ; all theſe Precautions ſignify nothing; 
They do not prevail fo far, as to be reputed no 


: 
WE 4 8 ** 


What, have they Prayers too, (ſaid I) I ſhould 


de very glad to fee one of their _— You 
may be eaſily ſatisfy'd; (reply d he) 
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Enemies of God, whom they adore more reli- 
giouſly than they do who fly from them. 

But to be ſerious Sir, (ſaid I) do you really 
believe there is any great Devotion among theſe 


ſame Sylpbs? They are extremely devout (an- 


ſwer d he) and mighty zealons for the Deity. 
The excellent Diſcourſes which they make to 
us concerning the divine Eſſence, and their ad- 
mirable Prayers are extraordinary edifying. 


that I 
may not produce ſuch a one as you may any 


ways ſuſpect, or think I fram'd it my ſelf, you 


ſhall hear that which the Salamander ( which 


- Anſwers in the Temple of Delphos) was de- 


us to teach the Pagans, and 1s recorded by 
byrius : It contains a ſublime Theology; 
you'll ſee by it, that it's no Fault of thoſe 


ſage Creatures, if Mankind did not adore the 


——_ 0». 
NSS sas 
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A Salamanders PRA TER. 


Mmortal, Eternal, Ineffable and Sacred Father of 
# all Things, who rideſt npon the ceaſleſs rolling 
Chariot of the ever- turning World. Thou Ruler 
of the Etherial Plains, whereon is erected the Throne 
of thy Mightineſs; from the Pinnacle where:f thy 
awful Eyes diſcover all Things, and thy glorious and 
boly Ears bear all Things. O hear len to thy Children, 
whom thou haſt loved from the Birth of Time; for 


thy effulgent and eternal Vajeſty ſhines above the 


Wald, 
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World, and above the Starry Firmament; they are 
thy Foot ſtool, O thou glittering Fire. There thou | 


kidleft thy ſelf, and entertaineſt thy ſelf with t 

gong on Lo and there flows from thy Eſſence fs 
bauſtible Rivers of Light, with which thy infinite Spi- 
Tit is fed. That infinite Spirit produces all Things, 
and forms that undrainable Treaſure of Matter, 


which can never be wanting to the Generation which 


always environs it, becauſe of the numberleſs Forms 
it 7s impregnated with, and with which thou at the 
Beginning filled it. From this Spirit do likewiſe 
derive their Origin, thoſe thrice holy Kings who ſtand 
about thy Throne, and who compoſe thy Court. O uni- 
ber ſal Father! O thou only One ! O Parent of mor- 
tal and immortal Saints ! Thou baſt in particular cre- 
ated Powers which are marvellous, like unto thy eter- 


nal Thought and adorable Eſſence. Thou baſt ſet 


them higber than the Angels, who are Meſſengers of 
thy Will to the World. Laſtly, thou haſt created Us, 
a third Sort of Sovereigns in the Elements. Our con- 


timual Exerciſe 1s te praiſe Thee, and to worſhip thy 


Defires. We burn with Defire of poſſeſſing Thee. 0 


Father ! O moſt tender Mother of Mothers! O won- 


derful Exemplar of the Sentiments and Tenderneſs of | 
Mothers! O Son, the Flower of all Sons! O Form 
| of all Forms ! Thou Soul, Spirit, Harmony, and 


Number of all Things. 


What ſay you to this Prayer of the Salaman- 4 


der's? Is it not very learned, very lofty, and 
very devout? Ay, and very obſcure too; (re- 


ply dT) I heard it once paraphrasd upon by a 
certain Preacher, who made uſe of it to prove 


that the Devil, among the reſt of his Vices, is | 


particularly a great Hypocrite. Alaſs for ye, 
poor Elementary People! (cry'd the Count) What 


Refuge 


q 5 
; 


| o their Alliance with Men. Alas! where is 


pod by ſome of your Doctors, and who looks 


i rarely 
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Refuge have you to fly to? You ſpeak Wonders 


concerning the Nature of God, Father, Son, Holy 
| Ghoſt; of tutelary Intelligences, of Angels, Hea- 


rens. You form moſt excellent Liturgies, and 
teach them to Men; and after all, you are no- 
thing but a Pack of hypocritical Hobgoblins! | 
Sir, (interrupted I) I don't like your apoſtro- 

z thus to thoſe People. Well, Son, (re- 


Id fie) don't be afraid, I won't call them; 


for the future, be cautious of wondring that 
you don't ſee, fo often as you would, Examples 


the Woman whoſe Imagination has not been 


not with Horrour upon ſuch a Commerce, and 


who trembles not at Sight of a Sylph? Or where's 
\ | the Man that runs not away when he ſees them, 


_ if he ſets up for a Good Man? How 
o we fee a right worthy Man deſire 
ther Familiarity ? None but the Rakiſh, the 
Covetous, the Ambitious, or the Knaviſh, 
conrt this Honour, which yet they ſhall never 
attain to, (O Living Gop) becauſe the 


| Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom! 
What then becomes of all thoſe flying Na- 


tions, (ſaid I) ſince honeſt Men are fo ſet againſt 
em? Ah! ( faid he) the Arm of God is not 
ſhorten'd, and the Devil does not gather all the 


+ Advantage he expected from the Ignorance and 
Error which he has ſcatter'd abroad to their Pre- 


judice ; for beſides that the Philoſophers, who 
are in great Numbers, apply thereto all the Re- 


nedy they can, by abſolutely renouncing Wo- 


men; God has given leave to all theſe People, 


| © make uſe of all the innocent Artifices they 
&n think of to converſe with Men without their 


2 Privity. 
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Privity. What's that you ſay, Sir, (cry d I) 
What I ſay is nothing but Truth. (purſu'd he.) 


Do you think a Dog can have Children byz | 


Woman? No, (anſwerd I.) Nor a Monkey? 
(adds he.) No more than a Dog, (reply'd I.) Nor 
a Bear? (continu he.) Neither Dog, nor 


Bear, 
nor Monkey, ſaid I.) it is beyond Diſpute im- 


potfible, utterly againſt Nature, Reaſon, and 
common Senſe. Very well (faid the 


ftcry ſays ſo, (reply d I.) And were not the Nr 
guſiaus and Syurians of India (reply d he) born of 
a Dog and a Woman? I have read fo (ſaid I 
And that Portugueſe Woman, (continu'd he) who 


being expos d on a deſolate Iſland, had Children | 


but were not the Kings of the Gaths born of 2 
Bear and a Swediſh Princeſs? It is true that Hf. 


by a huge Monkey? Our Divines, Sir, (ſaid ) 
in Anſwer to this, ſay, that the Devil aſſuming 
the Shape of Beaſts - You are com 


| 


ain (interrupts he) with the filthy Conceits 


of your Authors. Learn then, once for all, 


that the Sylphs, ſeeing themſelves taken for De 
vils when they appear in humane Shape, a8 
Means to leſſen this Averſion Men have for them, 
ut on the Figure of thoſe Animals; and 
Þ adjuſt themſelves to the whimſical Weakneſs 
of Women, who word be afraid of 2 handſome 
Sylph, but are not fo of a Dog or Monkey. If 
could tell you ſeveral Storics of thoſe Bologna] 


Lap-Dogs, and certain ſeeming Virgins, but II 


have a much greater Secret to communicate 1 
Foo. * 

Know, my Son, that many a one takes hin 
ſelf to be the Son of a Man, when he's the 80 


of a Sylph. Many a Man thinks he's with lu 


Wife, when at the fame Time he is immortal 


7108 


\ 
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zing ſome Nymph, without knowing it. Ma- | 
ny a Wife fancies ſhe's embracing her Huſband, | 
while ſhe huggs a Salamander; and many a 
roung Wench would ſwear, when ſhe awakes, | 
that the's a Virgin, and yet, during her Sleep, | 
bad an Honour done her ſhe little dream d of. 
Thos he Devil and the Ignorant are equally 
How! (ſaid I to him) cannot the Devil wake 
that young Wench, and hinder the Salamander 
from becoming Immortal? He might do fo, (re- 
ply'd the Count) but that the Sages take Orders 
about it: We teach all thoſe People how to 
tie up the Damon, and withſtand their Att 
Did not I tell you t other Day, that the Sylpbs, 
and the other Lords of the Elements, are over- 
joy d when we will pleaſe to let them into the 
Cabala. Were it not for Us, their mortal Ene- 
my, the Devil, wou'd make them very uneaſie, 
and they wou d be hard put tot to immortalize 
themſelves without the Privity of the young 
Wenches. 3 
I cannot (reply d I) ſufficiently wonder at 
the profound Ignorance we live in. Tis gene- 
rally believ d, that the Powers of the Air do 
ſometimes give a Lift to thoſe that are in Love, 
and help them to accompliſh their Ends. But the 
thing it ſeems is quite otherwiſe ; the Powers 
of the Air ſtand in Need of the Aſſiſtance of 
Men in their Amours. You have ſaid it, Son, 
(pu:ſu'd the Count) the Sages lend their Succour 
to thoſe poor People, who are too unhappy and 
too weak to reſiſt the Devil without fuch Help; 
but then, when a Sylph has learn d from us to 
pirondounce Cabaliſtically the potent Name 
l NEHMAHMIHAH, and to GY in 
| | | oo 
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Form with the delicious Name FELIAEL, all 


the Powers of Darkneſs betake themſelves to | 
Flight, and the Sylph goes on in the quiet En | 


joyment of what he loves. 
In this Manner was Immortaliz d that ingeni- 


ous Sylpb, who aſſum d the Figure of a Lover of | 


a Sevilian Damſel; tis a Thing well known. 
The young Spaniard was beautiful; but as cruel 


as fair. A Caſtilian Cavalier, whoſe Paſſion for 


her met with nothing but Coldneſs, took a Re- 
ſolution to depart one Morning early, without 
ſaying any Thing, and to travel till ſuch Time 


as he was curd of his fruitleſs Flame. A cer- 


tain Sylpb, finding the Fair One to his Liking, 
thought it his beſt Way to lay hold of the Op- 
unity: So, arming himſelf with every 


Thing that he had learn'd from one of Us, to 


| defeat the Machinations which the Devil, envi- 


ous of his Happineſs, might ſet on foot againſt | 
him, he and viſits the young Lady,under the 


ma __ 6 eo es D 


Shape of the diſtant Lover; he languiſhes, he 
ſighs, he is rejected; he preſſes, he ſollicites, ge 
perſeveres; after ſome Months he moves her, 


he works upon her, he perſwades her, and at 
length is Happy. Their Loves produce a Son, 
whoſe Birth is kept ſecret, and utterly unknown 
to the Relations, thro' the Contrivance of the 


aerial Paramour. Their Love continues, and is 


bleſs d with a ſecond Pregnancy. Mean while 


the Cavalier, curd by Abſence, returns to Se- 


ville, and, inpatient to fee his inhumane Mi- 


ſtreſs, haſtens to tell her, that at length he's in 
a Condition to diſpleaſe her no longer, and that 


he comes to let her know he ceaſes to love her. 


Figure to yourſelf the young Woman's Amaze- 
ment, her Anſwer, her Tears, her * 
8 an 
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and all their ſurprizing Dialogue. She ſtanding 


Ii, that ſhe has made him happy; he denies it; 


ſhe, that the Child the had by him is in ſuch a 


Place, and that ſhe's far gone with another. He 


perſiſts in diſowning it. She 1s at her Wits-end, 
tears her Hair; her Relations, hearing her Ex- 
clamations, run in; the afflicted Mother conti- 
nues her Complaints and Invectives; tis prov'd 
that the Gentleman was abſent two Years; the 
firſt Child is ſought for, and is found; and the 
| ſecond was born at its Time. FL 
And what Part did the aerial Lover act all 
| this while? (ſaid I.) I know your Thoughts, 
(reply'd the Count) you are offended at his gi- 
ring up his Miſtreſs to the Severity of Relati- 
ons, or the Fury of Inquiſitors: But be had 
Reaſon to complain of her : She was not devout 


I enough; for, you muſt know, when theſe Gen- 


{| tlemen are Immortaliz d, they labour earneſtly, 


ad live very holly, that they may not loſe 
I the Right they have newly acquir'd to the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of a ſovereign Good. They therefore 
will have the Perſon they are ally'd to, live 
with an exemplary Innocence, as is plain from 
| Be — Adventure of a young Bavarian 
He was inconſolable for the Death of his 


| Wife, whom he patlionately lov'd. A certain 


Sylphid was ad vis d by one of our Sages to put on 
the Shape of that Wife; ſne did fo, and preſen- 
ted her ſelf to the afflicted Youth, ſaying, that 
| God had reſtor d her to Life to comfort him in 
his extream Sorrow. They liv d together many 
Tears, and had ſeveral very fine Children. But 
he young Spark was not good enough to retain 
| the prudent Sylphid; he was us d to ſwear, an 
— | | | | | | tai 
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talk unclean Things; ſhe often ſchool d him; 


but ſeeing that her Admonitions were to no pur- 


poſe, ſhe vamiſh'd from him one Day, and left 
him nothing but her old Petticoat and the Re. 
gret of not following her holy Counſels. Thus 
you ſee, my Child, that the Sylphs have ſome. 
times reaſon to diſa z and you ſee too, that 
the Devil cannot hinder the People of the Ele. 
ments from working out their Immortality, 
when they are ſuccour d by any one of our 8a. 
ge. 


perſwaded that the Devil is fo great an Enemy 


of thoſe Seducers of Damſels. A mortal Ene. 


my, (ſaid the Count) eſpecially to the Nympls, 
Sylpbs, and Salamanders: For as for the Gnome, 
they do not hate them altogether ſo much; be- 


_ cauſe, as I believe Ive told you already, theſe 


| ſame Gnomes, frighted at the Howlings of the 


Devils, which they hear in the Centre of the | 


Earth, rather chuſe to continue mortal, thanto 
run the Riſque of being fo tormented, had — 


acquir d Immortality, Thence it comes to paſ* 


that thoſe Gnomes, and the Devils their Neigh- | 
bours, have ſome Correſpondence together. The 


latter perſwade the Gnomes, who are naturally 


great Friends to Man, that tis doing him very 


great Service, and delivering him from a great 


Danger, to oblige him to renounce his Immor- 


tality. They therefore engage to ſupply him 


whom they can perſwade to ſuch Renunciati- 


on, with whatever Money he ſhall demand, or 


to avert any Danger that may threaten his Life 
during 2 certain Space of Time, or ſuch other 


Condition as ſhall be agreeable to him who 


makes this unhappy Covenant : Thus the __ | 4 


But, in good earneſt, Sir, (reply'd I) are you 
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by the Intervention of this Gnome, cauſes the 


— 


Soul of that Man to become mortal, and depri ves 
it of the Right to eternal Life. 


How! Sir, (cry'd I) do you think thoſe Co- 
renants, which Demonographers give ſo many 


Examples of, are made with the Devil? No, 


certainly, (reply'd the Count!) Has not the 


Prince of the World been driven out? Is he 
not ſhut up? Is he not tyd? Is he not the 


terra damnata & maledicta, which is left at the 


Bottom of the Proceſs of the ſupreme Diftiller? 


Can he ſoar up into the Region of Light, and 
| fatter there his concentred Darkneſs? He can 
do nothing againſt Man. He can only inſpire 


the Gnomes, who are his Neighbours, to come 


aud make ſuch Propoſitions to thoſe Men whoſe 


Salvation he's moſt afraid of, to the end that 


; their Souls may die with their Bodies. 


Thoſe Souls die then, according to you? 
(zdds I.) They do die, Child, (reply d he.) So 
then, thoſe who enter into ſuch Covenants, are 
not damn d! (purſud I.) They can't be damn'd; 


(adds he) for their Soul dies with their Body. 


Then they come off very cheap, (reply'd I) and 
are very ſlightly puniſh'd for 1 heinous a Crime 
as renouncing their Baptiſm, and the Death of 
Do you call it a ſlight Puniſhment (reply d 


" theCount) to re-enter into the dark Abyſs of 


Non-exiftence; know 'tis a greater pain than to 


de damn d; that there's ſtill a Remnant of Mer- 


ey in the Juſtice which God exerciſes againſt 
Sinners in Hell; that 'tis a great Favour not 


to conſume them by the Fire that burns em. 
- Non-Exiſtence is a greater Evil than Hell; this 
is what the Sages * to the Gnomes, when 


they 
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they aſſemble them together, to make then | 
underſtand what Wrong they do themſelves, in 
preferring Death to immortality, and Non-ex- 
iſtence to the Hope of a blefled Eternity, which 
they wou d be in a Capacity of Poſſeſſing, would 
they ally themſelves to Men, without exactin 
from them ſuch criminal Renunciations. Some | 
yield to our Perſwaſions, and thoſe we marry u 
our Daughters. 5 | 
You tl Evangelize to the Subterranean 
le, Sir, (ſaid I) Why not? (reply'd he.) 
well as to the People of the Fire, Air, and V. 
ter; Philoſophick Charity extends indiffi | 
to all thoſe Children of God. As they are mare 
Fabtil and more ſharp-ſighted than the bulk & } 
ind, they are more dcal and capable d 
Diſcipline, andliften to the divine Truths, with | 
a Reverence that charms us. 


It muſt be a charming Sight (cry'd I ſiniling) | 
to ſee a Cabaliſt in the Pulpit, holding forth w 


thofe Gentlemen. You ſhall have that Satw | 
faction, Son, when you will, (ſaid the Count} 
and if yon defire it, I'll afſemble them thi 
very Evening, and will preach to them towands 
Midnight. Midnight! (cryd I) I've heard fay, 
that's the Hour of the Witches nocturnal Meet- 


ings. The Count began to laugh: This puts 2 
in mind (ſays he) of the fooliſh Stories relatel 


by the Dzmonographers, concerning their Im 
A Meetings 3 Td have You be 
ieve them too; do pray now, for the Rarity @Þ 
the Thing. As for that Matter (reply'd I) 1 dof 
aſſure you, I believe nothing of the Matter. 
Tou do well, my Child, (faid he) for once 
again, the Devil has not Power to make ſuch a. 
May-game of Mankind, nor to enter into Con- 4 
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tracts with Men, much leſs to cauſe himſelf to be 


aurſhipd by them, as the Inquiſitors 1 — 
| What gave Occaſion to that popular 


this: — as I nw > he oe 


penin 
returns groſs Deluſion, comprehends 
the Horrors of Non-exiftence, and conſents to 
de Immortalizd : We beſtow on him a Daugh- 
ter; he's marryd; the Nuptials are celebrated 
with all the Rejoycing ſuitable to ſuch a Con- 
Theſe are the Dancings and Shouts of 
<< which mm ſays, were heard in cer- 
and not a Creature ſeen. The 


voy Ser was the was the _ Fax calld to- 
| At his firſt 
| Admonition, Sabafms, _ * of the 
Gnomes was immortaliz d; and from that Saba- 
n was deriv d the Name of that Aſſembly where- 
in the Sazes addreſs d themſelves to him while 
de livd, as is t from the Hymns of Di- 
vme Orpheus. The Iznorant have confounded 
Things, and have taken Occaſion to make 
thereon a thouſand idle Tales; and to defame 
an Aſſembly which we convene, only for the 
Glory of the ſupreme Being. 
I could never have imagmd (ſaid I) that the 
- (Sabbat) Nocturnal Meeting of Witches, was an 
Aſſembly of Devotion. And yet it is one (re- 
ply d he) and a very Holy and very Cabaliſti- 
cal one too; tho it is what People wou'd not 
de eaſily perf! waded to believe: But ſuch is the 
* deplorable — of this unjuſt Age 1 ; they 
dun away with a vulgar Report, and will not 
* undeceiv'd. Tis 1 EE vain for the 1 
2 talk 
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talk; Fools are ſooner believd than they. A 
Philoſopher may, as much as he pleaſes, de- 


monſtrate the Falſity of the Chimeras they have 


fram d to themſelves, and lay down maniteſ 
Proofs of the contrary : Let his Reaſoning be 
never ſo ſolid, his own Experience never ſo con- 
vincing; if there comes but a Man with a Hood 
on, and ſays tis falſe; Experience and Demon- 
ſtration no longer go for any thing, and it's out 
of Truth's Power to re-eftauliſh her Empire. 


People ſooner believe this Pudding-bag Monk, 


than their own Eyes. There has been in your 
own Nation a memorable Proof of this popular 
Famzy. = 

The famous Cabalift Zedechias, undertook, du- 
ring the Reign of your Pepin, to convince the 
World, that the Elements are inhabited by all 


thoſe People whoſe Nature I havedeſcrib'd to you. 


The Expedient he made uſe of was, to adviſe the 


Sylypbs to thew themſelves in the Air to every }t 
body ; they did fo, in a very pompous Manner, 
in humane Shapes; ſometimes rang'd in Order | 
of Battle, regularly marching, or ſtanding to | 
their Arms, or encampt under magnificent 


Tents: Sometimes on board aerial Ships of a 


marvellous Structure, ſailing up and down, as 


it pleasd the Zephirs to drive them. What 


happen d upon this? Do you think that That ig- 


norant Age wou'd fo much as reaſon upon the 
Nature of theſe marvellous Spectacles > The 


People preſently took it for granted, that ſome 


Magicians had taken Poſſeiſion of the Air, in 
order to raiſe Tempeſts in it, and to pour down 


Storms of Hail upon the Fruits of the Earth. | 
The Students, the Divines, and the Lawyers 
ion fell in with the People's Opinion: The 


Emperor 
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rs believ d it too; and ſo far went this 
, | ridiculous Chimera, that the wiſe Charlemagne, 
and after. him, Louis the Debonaire inflicted grie- 
+ | yous Penalties on all thoſe pretended Tyrants 
of the Air. You may ſee an Account of this, 
in the firſt Chapter of the Capitularies of thoſe 
two Emperors. . 
Ihe Sylpbs ſeeing the Populace, the Pedants, 
and Crown'd Heads themſelves fo outrageous a- 
gainſt them, reſolv'd (in order to deſtroy the 
evil Opinion that was had of their innocent 
Fleet) to take up Men into the Air, and carry | 
em to let em ſee their handſome Wives, their 
Republick, their Manner of Government; and 
then to ſet them down again upon the Earth, 
in divers Places: They did fo. The People 
ſeeing theſe Men, as they were deſcending, 
flock d to them from all Parts, and having a 
Notion that they were Magicians, detach'd 
from their Companions, to come and ſcatter 
Poiſon upon the Corn and in the Rivers and 


: | Springs 2 According to the Fury which ſuch 


Imaginations are apt to inſpire, they dragg d 
— innocent . to Goal. Tis 3 
what Numbers of them were cut off by Fire 
and Water thro out the Kingdom. 

It fell out, that one Day among others, at 
Lyons, were ſeen deſcending from thoſe Aerial 
Ships, three Men and one Woman: The whole 
City flocks round them; make an outcry that 
they are Magicians, and that they were ſent by 


| Grimoaldns Duke of Beneventum, Charlemagne's F- 
Inemy, to deſtroy their Harveſt. In vain the 


four Innocents pleaded that they were their 


Country-men; that they had been lately car- 
yd away by muaculous Men, who had ſhewn 


em 
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em unheard of Wonders, and defird them to 
give a Relation of em. The beſotted Populace 
gives no Ear to their Defence, and they were 
going to caſt them into the Fire; when the 
good Man Agobardus, Biſhop of Lyon, who had 
aàcquir d a great Authority being a Monk in that 
City, ran in at the Noiſe, and having heard 
S Side, —_— Joi on | 
on tother, gravely pronouncd that they were 
both falſe. has it was not true, that thoſe } 
Men fell from the Sky, and that, what they | 
ſaid they had ſeen there, was impoſſible. 
| The People behiev good Father Agobard, be. 
fore their own Eyes; were a d; ſet at Li- 
berty the four Ambaſſadors o the Sylpbs ; and 
recerv d with Admiration, the Book which 4 
gobard wrote to confirm the Sentence he had g. 
ven. Thus the Teſtimony of theſe four Wit. 
— ww _w_—__ ĩͤ u ĩͤ 8 
However, as they eſcapd with their Lives, 
they were free to relate what they had ſeen; | 
which was not altogether without its Fruit; 
for if yon call to Mind, the Age of Charlemagze 
was fruitful in Heroic Perſonages; which ſhews 
that the Woman, who had been with the Sylphs, 


found credit with the Ladies of thoſe Times; 


and that by the Grace of God a great many 
 Sylphs were immortalliz d; many Sylphids too 
became immortal, by the recital which thoſe 
three Men made of their Beauty; which obligd Þþ 
the People of thoſe Times to apply themſelves Þ 
a little to Philoſophy ; and from hence came all 
thoſe Hiſtories of Fairies, which you find in 


the Love-Legends of Charlemagne's Age, and 


the following. Theſe pretended Fairies were 
thing but Sylphids and Nympbs, Did you 2 | 


palaces and inchanted Groves, and all the * 


Children ſhall have the 


1 or Melchiſedech and moſt of them 
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read thoſe Hiſtories of Heroes and Fairies ? No, 
W 1 't, (replyd he) for they would 
'm ſorry fort, (rep 
have given you ſome Idea of the Condition to 
which x Sages are reſolv d one Day to reduce 
the World. 
Thoſe Heroick Men, thoſe Amours of Nee 
thoſe Voyages to the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, thoſe 


ming Adventures that happen there; all this is 
nothing but a faint Sketch of the Life led by 
. 1 

cauſe Sagery to reign therein. Nothing 
but Heroes ſhall be ſeen in it; the leaſt of our 
of Zorcaftres, 


accomplith'd as the Children Adam 
e e had by Eve, EP 1 ſinn d 


Children, ans — with none 


but Sylpbids, and that Eve was to have to do on- 


y with Sylpbs or Salamanders ? It is true, (ſaid 
Count) they were not to have had Children 
in the Way they afterwards had them. Then, 
Sir, (continued I) your Cabala empowers Man 

e than in the 
4 0 he. 59 


y Method: ? It does ſo, r 


undeceivd concer- 
"0 _ not but 


ve 
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have Leiſure to meditate and deliberate in the 
Preſence of God, to which Species of the Ele | 

mentary Subſtances it will beſt ſuit with his 
Glory, and your own Salvation, to commmi- 

cate your Immortality. 

Mean while Fll go and recolle& 1 my Y Thoughts 

a little, in Order = the Diſcourſe oor: you | 
have made me deſirous of holding this Night 
with the Gnomes. Go, (ſaid I) and expound to ti 

ſome Chapter of Averroes. Something like the 
may be done; (ſaid the Count) fir i I intend to 
preach to em the Excellence of Man, to incline | 
them to court his Alliance. And Averroes, af- 
ter Ariftotle, held two Things, which twill be | 
fit I cleat up, one on the Nature of the Un. 
derſtanding, and the other on the 


Lie can, and is crrmed to enjoy hi as 
will one of theſe Days underſtand and expert- 
ence when youre ank dl among the Sages. © 1 


Thus ended the DISCOURSE 7 
the Count de GaBAL IS. 
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